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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 This week begins Catholic Schools Week.  It 
is a great privilege for our parish to have a school.  
St. Philip’s Prep is a place where love and faith 
grow.  Our principal, Danielle Gonzalez, along with 
a dedicated faculty and staff create an environment 
that seeks to educate the entire student.  Faith is 
nurtured with First Friday Mass, Stations of the 
Cross during Lent, the May Crowning and countless 
other faith-based experiences.  Fr. Emerson teaches 
the 8th grade once a week and I teach the 7th grade.  
I have found this a most rewarding experience.  I 
know Fr. Emerson feels the same. “To teach is to 
touch the future,” said Krista McAuliffe; the teacher 
and astronaut who died in 1986.  I could not agree 
more.  The children of today are the vanguard of the 
future.  To succeed in this world, you need a strong 
foundation of faith, knowledge and integrity.  I 
know that foundation is being built in our students, 
class by class and year by year.    

 If you know of a family seeking such an 
education, please tell them about our school.  Our 
school is a wonderful place to grow in knowledge 
and love of God and neighbor.   We are a nationally 
recognized Blue Ribbon School.  We have the 
Kaleidoscope program, which is an honors program 
from 3rd to 8Th grade, a fine arts program, basketball 
program and opportunities to give back to the 
community by service and gift of time.  

 A Catholic education is an investment in the 
future.  Our children are certainly worth that.  I was 
very fortunate to receive an excellent education at 
St. Patrick School, Smithtown, NY.  My education 
there gave me a strong foundation for a lifetime.  St. 
Philip Prep does the same for our students and 
graduates.  Let our school shine, like a light in 
Clifton, shining the light of Christ’s love.  A 
Catholic education is a gift that lasts a lifetime.  It is 
an investment that never stops giving.   

 
 
Peace,  
Fr. Monteleone 
 
 
 
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Middle School and Intermediate students have 
completed taking their Mid Term Exams as the end 
of the 2nd Marking Period comes to an end at the 
end of the month. 

6th graders are working on prayers for our school 
for Catholic Schools Week. While 3rd graders have 
been working on the distributive 
property in Math, finished up a 
unit on economics in Social 
Studies, and reading an 
informative text about animals 
and how some have unique 
friendships to help each other. 

Our Kindergarteners will be introduced to numbers 
11 through 20 for the first time. They will engage in 
fun activities and exercises to help them understand 
and recognize these numbers. 

A group of 5th graders are working on acts of 
kindness and service by comprising the SPPS Junior 
Cleaning Crew. Their mission is to help keep our 
school clean. What an incredible idea! 

We are happy to announce the Middle School 
Production of Disney’s Little Mermaid Jr. on May 9 
and 10, 2025. Auditions and casting begin the week 
of January 27. The students are very excited.ASE  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
FR. ENGLISH 
Thank you for the generous donations that were 
received for the Fr. English Food Pantry in 
December.  Our next collection is coming up on 
February 1st and February 2nd.  We continue to bring 
food to our working poor neighbors in Paterson.  If 
everyone could at least bring one item, we would 
have so much more food to donate.  Many of our 
parishioners give very generous full bags of all 
needed items. Some examples to donate: canned 
tuna, canned chicken, pasta, pasta sauce, lentils, 
beans, dry cereal, peanut butter, jelly, Mac and 
Cheese, soups, and please keep our Veterans in 
mind, many of whom are homeless.  Aldi’s has 
great deals on many food items. Thank you! 
 
 



 

 

LIFE MINISTRY 

 
 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY 
The next meetings of the blanket ministry will be 
Thursday, February 13 & 27, 2025 at 9:45am in the 
Molloy Center.  All crafters are “warmly” 
welcome!  We have just donated blankets and 
shawls to New Jersey Hospice to be distributed to 
patients.  For more information or donations of 
fabric or yarn, please call Cathie Murtha.  (973-471-
1265) 
 
PRIME TIMERS 
Prime Timers News 
Our next meeting will be on February 7th at 1:30pm 
(coffee/and at 1pm). At this meeting, the final 
payment for the March 7th Hunterdon Hills Trip is 
due. There is no regular meeting on Friday, March 
7th.  
Camp Hope excursions, $11, on Tuesday, April 22, 
2025. Tuesday, May 6, 2025 and Wednesday, June 
11, 2025 are still available. 
 
 
 
 

Hunterdon Hills Excursion 
The Prime Timers are going to Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse on Friday March 7th for dinner and show 
“Bill Haley Jr. and the Comets.” This show is very 
popular, and we still have some tickets available. 
The cost is $136.25 pp which includes bus fare 
from/to St. Philip’s, full dinner, the show, and their 
fabulous all you want dessert bar. A cash bar is also 
available. The Playhouse also does their own baking 
and has take-home items for sale and a small 
shopping boutique. The bus will leave St. Philip’s 
Drive approx. 9am and return before 6pm. This trip 
is open to anybody. If you’re interested, make your 
checks out to Prime Timers and mail them to St. 
Philip’s Prime Timers, 797 Valley Rd. Clifton, N.J. 
07013 and mark envelope “HH Trip.” Deadline for 
tickets is Monday Feb. 10th. 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
TUITION RAFFLE 

1st Place - $6,800 Tuition* for 2025/26 for SPPS  
or any Catholic Educational Institution 

2nd Place - $300 Flynn O’Hara Uniform Co.  
Gift Card 

3rd Place - $150 St. Philip Prep  
Spirit Wear Gift Card 

Drawing Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 at 10 p.m. 
Tickets are $50 

No substitution of the offered prize may be made, 
and no cash will be given in lieu of the prize. 
*Tuition payment will be made directly to the 

Catholic Educational Institution. 
Winner need not be present at the time of drawing. 
To purchase a ticket, email: sppshsa@gmail.com 

 
TRICKY TRAY 

SAVE THE DATE 
Annual HSA Tricky Tray 

Friday, March 7, 2025 
Doors open at 5:30 PM 
Stay tuned for more info 

 
If you would like to donate, below is the QR code 

for the Amazon wish list.  

 
 



 

 

If you are interested in a Sponsorship opportunity, 
please reach out to Anton Meindl 

Ameindl1@gmail.com or 862-247-3899 
Family sponsorship-$80  

Business sponsorship-$250  
**Each sponsor will receive a banner in our 

auditorium the day of the tricky tray along with 
recognition in our tricky tray booklet.  
All sponsorships are tax deductible!   

 
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 2025 

 
Pilgrimage to Italy for Jubilee Year 2025 

Fr. Emerson is organizing a pilgrimage to Italy for 
the Jubilee Year from  

September 22-October 3, 2025. 
For more details see the parish website at 
www.stphilip.org or email Fr. Emerson at 

efrancisco@stphilip.org 
 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING 
PILGRIMS who want to join. 
Application Forms for 
Participation in the Pilgrimage 
are available in the Parish 
Office. 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE FUN 
Reserve the date for our Vacation Bible Fun 
Mark your calendar for the week of July 28th 

This year’s theme is 
 “True North- Trusting Jesus in a Wild World” 

 
Children who have completed kindergarten and 
through the 5th Grade are invited to Register. 

Information will be forthcoming. 
This will be a very special week. Look for the True 
North Logo in the months ahead to learn more. 
 

DIOCESAN OPPORTUNITIES 
 
THE BEACON GOES ONLINE 
The stories of our faith community find a new home 
at Beaconnj.org The Diocese of Paterson recently 
announced the conclusion of the print version of 
The Beacon. This is not the end of the story. The 
Beacon shines even more brightly in a new form: 
Beaconnj.org, where the important stories of our 
faith community continue to be passed along. Here, 
you can find the same great coverage of your faith 
community and new website features that enrich the 
storytelling experience. 
Visit the website often for the latest news, columns 
from Bishop Sweeney, event information, and 
more! The new form of The Beacon is accessible 
and interactive. Be part of this new chapter in The 
Beacon story.  
For weekly updates, subscribe to our newsletter, 
The Beacon and Beyond: beaconnj.org/subscribe.  
In the Community section, share and experience 
what is happening in your local parish, school, and 
religious community with reader-submitted articles 
and photos: beaconnj.org/community. 
Beaconnj.org also features a new “What To Do!” 
calendar events page where submissions are 
welcome! Visit beaconnj.org/events. 
These website features can also be found by 
navigating the menus of beaconnj.org. 
We hope you will enjoy The Beacon’s new digital 
form. 

 



 

 

RELATIONSHIP RETREAT

 
 
 

PARISH GIVING 
 

THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT 
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING. 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 

 
For the recently deceased… 
Richard Moran, Adolph Frinco 
 
A Time to be Healed…  
Lou Piatti, Caitlin Buggy, Irene Chmura,  
Edward Honan, Marge and Barbara Sikora,  
Arlene Pompeo, Diane Albanesius, Robert Rup, 
Fran Kobernick, Rosanna Hampton, Philip 
Kutzenco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 
 8:00  Fran Kobernick- Special Intention for 

Healing 
   Logan Joseph Brackenbury  
 10:00  Daniel Mutter 
   David Young 
   Joe Payne 
   Dhimitra Mitre 
 12:00  Nancy Hreha- Coloccia 
   Michael Robinson  
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025 
9:00AM  Wanda Arango 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025 
9:00 AM  Ann Jasionowicz- 21st Anniversary 
   Eileen and John Sagui- Special 

Intentions 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2025 
9:00 AM  Anthony F. Lipari 
   Ariston Barbonio 
  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2025 
 9:00   Leonard Passenti 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2025 
 9:00   Michele Monteleone 
   Marlene Chidiac 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025 
 9:00   Tammy DiSanto 
 5:30  Irene Sadvary 
   Richard Haynes 

Rosanna Hampton- Special 
Intentions 

   
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025 
 8:00  All the People of Parish  
 10:00  Janet Debiak 
   Albin M. Rybolwik- 13th Anniversary 
   Bruce Cirelli 
   Josephine Kimberly 
 12:00  Michael Robinson 
   Roman Chrusky 
 
CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF  
JANUARY 26, 2025 
In Memory of Marlene Chidiac 

- from Joe and Katherine 
 



Year C 
Gospel Today 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 

AŌer being anointed by the power of The Holy Spirit at His BapƟsm, Jesus went to 
His hometown of Nazareth and read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Then 
Jesus told the people in the synagogue that by His reading, the scripture is 
fulfilled—made real. 

©2025 Bon Venture Services, LLC 

 
 

Jesus had many followers and believers. Among them were the poor, capƟves,  blind and oppressed. 
 

The words of the prophet 
Isaiah were talking about 
the works of... 

 
a] Luke   b] Jesus   c] Isaiah 

answer: b 

Fill in the blanks with the 
bolded, underlined words.  
 

The answers are in today’s  
Gospel reading. 

“The ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ of the Lord is upon me,  

because He has ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ me to 

bring glad tidings to the ____  ____  ____  ____ . He has sent me  

to proclaim liberty to ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

and recovery of sight to the ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ , and 

let the ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____   ____ go free, 

and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”    

                                                                                            Luke 4:18-19 

“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
LUKE 4:21 

Prophet Isaiah 

< K  D’S > 
KORNER 



★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability

Certified By The Supreme
Court of New Jersey As A

Workers’ Compensation
Law Attorney

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

REProud Supporter of St. Philip the Apostle

Scan QR code to see how to maximize 
the value of your home - no upfront costs! 
Visit SellwithJoelleC.com

Joelle Chilazi
Broker Salesperson @ Compass

m. 646.705.1512  o. 201.627.4947  |  JoelleRealEstate@gmail.com

2023 Wall Street Journal RealTrends List Top 1.5% Realtors Nationwide

                         Rating on Google, Yelp & Zillow

Ranked #1 Realtor®
in Clifton

Mahmoud Ijbara
Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR
917-751-8700

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                   (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors



“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

832 Clifton Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07013

Anthony N. Barbieri, PC

973-204-9266
a.barbieri@outlook.com

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy  

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad

Over 30 Years in Practice

House and weekend visits available.

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO

908-757-7800
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

Parishioner
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1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home
47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

The Law Offices of
ROBERT C. HESS

973-778-9310
840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013

Parishioner,  Lector
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F U N E R A L  H O M E

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Support Our 
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They Support
Our Parish

Clifton: 1200 Route 46 West (at corner of St. Philip Drive)
Warren: 15 Mountain Blvd · Point Pleasant: 1521 Beaver Dam Road

 DiFrancesco Bateman
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