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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK |

My Dear Parishioners,

We have now completed the Advent and
Christmas seasons of the Church’s yearly liturgical
calendar and have returned to what is called
“Ordinary Time.” The next special season begins on
Ash Wednesday, this year on March 5%, the start of
Lent leading up to Easter.

This Sunday the Gospel recounts the miracle
of Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding
feast in Cana of Galilee. Whose wedding was it?
We don’t know. Who was there? We don’t know
that either, except that Jesus as well his mother
Mary and the first disciples of Jesus were on hand.
There must have been others in attendance as well,
perhaps the entire village, traditionally invited to
wedding feasts. Could the couple being feted have
been relatives of Jesus and Mary? This too we do
not actually know.

In any case, the miracle at Cana took place
at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. It was a
clear manifestation of the power of the Lord in the
context of an ordinary event, that is, a wedding
celebration. As in the days of Jesus, so today,
weddings and parties afterwards are part of daily
life and culture. The uniting of man and woman in
holy matrimony, then as today, is a celebration and
a blessing to society and families.

In the Gospel this Sunday we are told that
Mary expressed some dismay or at least
embarrassment at the predicament of the host in
running out of wine. It would take some effort, time
and money to get more wine, and that was simply
not likely to happen while the party was going on.
This would not be so big an issue today, with a
simple, “Somebody run to Costco.” In the time of
Jesus, though, it would have been a major crisis.

So, the host, whom we presume to be the
groom or the father of the bride or of the
bridegroom, might be disgraced in some way by a
lack of sufficient wine, the essential beverage of
those times for any festive or ordinary meal.

What to do? The mother of Jesus clearly has
a plan. According to custom, Mary was likely there
not simply as a guest, but together with other
women, helping with the reception meal and all its
details. Mary seems to know right away that the
wine was running out and quickly got the attendants
to listen to Jesus and carry out what he might ask.
Appealing to her Son’s resourcefulness to ease an
uncomfortable and potentially disastrous situation,
Mary is a quintessential mother!

Whether Mary was expecting a miraculous
intervention, of water being changed into wine, we
do not know. In any case, she clearly stood back, so
to speak, once Jesus began to assist in the

predicament at hand, trusting a good resolution
would be forthcoming. “Do whatever he tells you,”
Mary says to those waiting at table. The meaning is
indefinite, as Mary may not have known exactly
what Jesus would do, but she had no worries of his
ability to remedy the situation.

How the miracle of water becoming wine
precisely happened we are not told, but it must have
occurred between the time of the stone jars being
filled to the brim with water and Jesus telling the
server to “draw some out and take it to the waiter in
charge.” In other words, the miracle took place in
silence, an image I really like, as it calls to mind a
beautiful Scripture passage from the Old Testament
Book of Wisdom:

“When peaceful silence lay overall, and
night had run half of her swift course, your all-
powerful word, O Lord, leaped down from heaven,
from the royal throne,” (Book of Wisdom 18:14-
15).

This is a passage used in the Christmas
season, prefiguring the coming of God to earth at
the Incarnation or birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. As
the birth of the Messiah, so in the miracle of turning
water into wine, God accomplishes wondrous things
in silence!

In today’s Gospel, when he had sampled the
new wine, the waiter in charge tells the groom that
the “choice wine” is usually served first, rather than
later, in a wedding feast. At first sight, the remark
might seem to emphasize the quality of the
miraculous wine. Yet the casual remark that the
waiter in charge “did not know where it (the
miraculous wine) had come from,” shows that the
important point is the origin of the excellent new
wine. The miracle of water becoming wine points to
the mysterious origin of the giver. The mystery of
Jesus and his origin are emphasized often in the
Gospel according to Saint John.

The changing of water into wine at Cana’s
wedding feast is called “the first of Jesus’ signs.”
And what is a sign? The purpose of the signs
recounted in the Gospel of Saint John is to
demonstrate the mission of Jesus and to strengthen
the believer’s faith on the road to eternal life.

At the sight of the signs performed by Jesus,
we are told that people came to believe in him and
continue to believe to the present as well. The call,
though, is to be more than “impressed” or “amazed”
by Jesus, but to experience firsthand the glory and
majesty of the only begotten Son, the Redeemer of
the human race, and to follow in his footsteps until
our final breath.

Peace,
Fr. Monteleone



ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL |

St. Philip Preparatory School second graders are
preparing diligently for Reconciliation and
Communion. It is going to be very exciting for
them. We are also preparing for midterms in the
upper grades. We can't believe the year is half over
already! Catholic Schools Week is almost upon us
and there are many activities planned to celebrate
that week.

This year’s theme is Catholic ,‘\
Schools: United in Faith and @ .‘
\0,0,f

Community. Save the date for our

Kickoft to Catholic Schools
Week: Sunday, January 26th at the ]

12 PM Mass. UCtOeEh?lIthCuSd%l:n?n?lg

PLEASE NOTE

We will have a Special Holy Hour on Monday,
January 20™ 9:30- 10:30 AM for Peace and Unity in
our nation.

Please note that the Church will be closed after the
Holy Hour in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.

The Parish Office will be closed.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

FR. ENGLISH

Thank you for the generous donations that were
received for the Fr. English Food Pantry in
December. Our next collection is coming up on
February 1% and February 2", We continue to bring
food to our working poor neighbors in Paterson. If
everyone could at least bring one item, we would
have so much more food to donate. Many of our
parishioners give very generous full bags of all
needed items. Some examples to donate: canned
tuna, canned chicken, pasta, pasta sauce, lentils,
beans, dry cereal, peanut butter, jelly, Mac and
Cheese, soups, and please keep our Veterans in
mind, many of whom are homeless. Aldi’s has
great deals on many food items. Thank you!

A huge thank you to all the generous parishioners
who donated nearly 500 pairs of gloves for needy
men, women and children at the Father English
Center. They will be distributed beginning January
13™. We even received hats, scarves, socks, and
emergency thermal blankets all of which are
needed.

LIFE MINISTRY

Gospel of

Lie

~ Pope St. John Paul the Great

v

"Human life is sacred and inviolable at

every moment of existence, including
the initial phase which precedes birth.

All human beings, from their mothers'
womb, belong to God who searches
them and knows them, who forms them
and knits them together with his own
hands, who gazes on them when they
are tiny shapeless embryos and who
already sees in them the adults of
tomorrow whose days are numbered
and ... written in the '‘Book of Life.'"

Evangelium Vitae, Par. 61

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

COLUMBIETTTES

Happy New Year! A warm welcome to our new
members. Our next general meeting is on
Thursday, 01/23/25. Social time starts at 6:30pm.

We are still collecting coffee for Eva's, gloves for
Father English and St. Michaels.




PRIME TIMERS

Prime Timers News

Our next meeting will be on February 7th at 1:30pm
(coffee/and at 1pm). At this meeting, the final
payment for the March 7th Hunterdon Hills Trip is
due. There is no regular meeting on Friday, March
7th.

Camp Hope excursions, $11, on Tuesday, April 22,
2025. Tuesday, May 6, 2025 and Wednesday, June
11, 2025 are still available.

Hunterdon Hills Excursion

The Prime Timers are going to Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse on Friday March 7th for dinner and show
“Bill Haley Jr. and the Comets.” This show is very
popular, and we still have some tickets available.
The cost is $136.25 pp which includes bus fare
from/to St. Philip’s, full dinner, the show, and their
fabulous all you want dessert bar. A cash bar is also
available. The Playhouse also does their own baking
and has take-home items for sale and a small
shopping boutique. The bus will leave St. Philip’s
Drive approx. 9am and return before 6pm. This trip
is open to anybody. If you’re interested, make your
checks out to Prime Timers and mail them to St.
Philip’s Prime Timers, 797 Valley Rd. Clifton, N.J.
07013 and mark envelope “HH Trip.” Deadline for
tickets is Monday Feb. 10th.

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
TUITION RAFFLE
Ist Place - $6,800 Tuition* for 2025/26 for SPPS
or any Catholic Educational Institution
2nd Place - $300 Flynn O’Hara Uniform Co.
Gift Card
3rd Place - $150 St. Philip Prep
Spirit Wear Gift Card
Drawing Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 at 10 p.m.
Tickets are $50
No substitution of the offered prize may be made,
and no cash will be given in lieu of the prize.
*Tuition payment will be made directly to the
Catholic Educational Institution.
Winner need not be present at the time of drawing.
To purchase a ticket, email: sppshsa@gmail.com

TRICKY TRAY
SAVE THE DATE
Annual HSA Tricky Tray
Friday, March 7, 2025
Doors open at 5:30 PM
Stay tuned for more info

VACATION BIBLE FUN

Reserve the date for our Vacation Bible Fun

Mark your calendar for the week of July 28th

This year’s theme is “True North- Trusting Jesus in
a Wild World”

Children who have completed kindergarten and
through the 5th Grade are invited to Register.
Information will be forthcoming.

This will be a very special week. Look for the True
North Logo in the months ahead to learn more.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 2025

Pilgrimage to Italy for Jubilee Year 2025
Fr. Emerson is organizing a pilgrimage to Italy for
the Jubilee Year from
September 22-October 3, 2025.
For more details see the parish website at
www.stphilip.org or email Fr. Emerson at
efrancisco@stphilip.org
Date: September 22 — October 3, 2025

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

DURING THE HOLY YEAR — Juhilee 2023

WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING PILGRIMS who
want to join. Application Forms for Participation
in the Pilgrimage are available in the Parish
Office.
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KIDS KORNER |
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Gospel Today
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time | John 2:1-11

When the wine at the wedding feast at Cana ran out, Mary instructed the servers
to do what Jesus tells them. Jesus performed His first miracle, changing the jugs of
water to wine, better than had already been served. As Jesus revealed His glory, His
disciples began to believe in Him.
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GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED ‘

Cody Drew

PROJECT ANDREW

AN EVENING TO DISCOVER
THE MYSTERY OF THE PRIESTHOOD

OPEN TO YOUNG MEN, 2 aa\\ ‘W
HIGH SCHOOL AGE & OLDER

« An evening of prayer and dinner with
Bishop Sweeney.

« Vocation talks given by priests and
seminarians.

« Great opportunity to ask questions
about the life of a priest.

+ Meet other young men trying to
discover God's call in their lives.

P &
T

“Come after me, and | will make
you fishers of men.” (Mt. 4:19)

Registration
requested

Sponsored by Paterson Diocese Office of Vocations

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
Friday, January 17, 2025
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
L]
St. Lawrence the Martyr - Chester
Friday, February 21, 2025
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

No fee to attend

Contact: Rev. Edward Rama
Rev. Charlie Lana

(973) 777-8818 x.715
vocations@patersondiocese.org
patersonvocations.org

MARCH FOR LIFE

MARCH FOR LIFE
MARCHA POR LA VIDA

@ 2025 @

WASHINGTON, D.C.

JANUARY 24, 2025

SCHEDULE

6:45 am - Bus Departs from St. Paul
Inside the Walls (205 Madison Ave,
Madison, NJ)

12:00 pm - Mass
1:00 pm - March for Life

3:15 pm - Bus Departs from
Washington, D.C (Dinner stop included)

9:00 pm - Bus arrives at St.
Paul Inside the Walls

COST - 565

To register for a bus, please contact
the pilgrimage office at 973-827-8030
or pilgrimage@patersondiocese.org

Please pack a brown bag
lunch for the trip

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION

HORARIO

6:45 am - Bus sale de St. Paul Inside
the Walls (205 Madison Ave, Madison,
NJ)

12:00 pm - Misa
1:00 pm - Marcha por la Vida

3:15 pm - Bus sale de Washington,
D.C (Parada para cenar est4 incluida)

9:00 pm - Bus llega a St. Paul
Inside the Walls
COSTO - $65

Para la registracion del bus, por favor
comuniguese con la oficina de
peregrinacién 973-827-8030 o

pilgrimage@patersondiocese.org

Por favor traiga su propio
almuerzo para el vigje

ESCANEE PARA MAS
INFORMACION




RELATIONSHIP RETREAT MASS INTENTIONS

FAITH AND REASON SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2025
8:00 biak
RELATIONSHIP RETREAT Comry Srimowsl
e . _ 10:00 Susan Zoan

Stephen Salerno

Alice Nancarrow

Domenic DeBenedetto
-15™ Anniversary

12:00 All the People of the Parish
il o A N _ MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2025
LISTENING IS THE BEGINNING OF LOVE 9:00AM William S. Giardina
PT. PAULINSIDE THE WALLS TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025
FEBRUARY 9. 2825 Coredcanal 9:00 AM Rosa Muratore
s iarnst Uiie ceirantle J\amad tee sy RIoehrs Rosario Llames
seriously dating, engaged, or married and wish to deepen
their connection with each other and with Christ, using sound
psychology through a faithful, Catholic perspective. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025
N 9:00 AM John Anderson
i B e A i Margaret “Peggy” Hauser

OFFICE OF FAMILY LIFE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025
9:00 Dot Cervine- 4" Cervine

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2025

9:00 Fr. Dennis Conway
PARISH GIVING | Annivselrsstgy Rene Donohue - 13th
SUNDAY COLLECTION: JANUARY 7, 2024 $13,470.00 SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2025
SUNDAY COLLECTION: JANUARY 12, 2025 9:00 Deogracias Tantay
WEEKLY COLLECTION $ 9,644.00 5:30 All the People of Parish
ONLINE GIVING DONATION $ 6,723.00
TOTAL $26,367.00 SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025
PROJECT FAITH $ 2,470.00 8:00 Fran Kobernick- Special Intention for
Healing
CHRISTMAS 2023 $74,362.00 Logan Joseph Brackenbury
CHRISTMAS 2024 (YTD) $ 85,671.00 10:00 Daniel Mutter
David Young
WE PRAY FOR... | Joe Payne
Dhimitra Mitre
12:00 Nancy Hreha- Coloccia
For the recently deceased... Michael Robinson

Peter Caruso, Anna Kaczor
CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF

A Time to be Healed... JANUARY 19, 2025
Rita Frank, Kathleen Teresa Fitzpatrick Brown, In Memory of Luigi Gioia
Lou P1iatti, Caitlin Buggy, Irene Chmura, - from The Gioia Family

Edward Honan, Marge and Barbara Sikora,
Arlene Pompeo, Diane Albanesius, Robert Rup,
Fran Kobernick, Rosanna Hampton




ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

g eniged CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
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8 o Mah dlib Me;i_ia;i°;'spflycg°;|38w Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President
anmou ara - - 150 Clove Road
j MOST INSURNCEPLANSACCEPTED  UPPER MONTCLAIR | IAAAIE UL EFL AL L) Little Falls, N) 07424 (973) 773'37|0

Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton
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WWW.JIKREALTY.COM

Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured

732-589-9967 Serwug A of Hew Jensey

BOGK

JosephSianoJr@gmail.com 8 N

NEW JERSEY LICINSED REAL ESTATE BS0KER

270 Colfax Ave, Clifton, NJ 07013 973-472-7000
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L Contactus at:
= craig.oconnor.ortiza@gmail.com

3 Beds/2.5 baths ¢ Relaxing Pool * Fun Game Room foca IU5|“55555 :

* Close to all Disney Parks & Attractions!
Pharmacy Services
NEED A LAWYER? & . Personali(z:Zd Pharmacy Service Ask us how we

I NJ U R E D7 « Blister Pack Medication Preparation can help you
= * RX Copay Assistance Programs SAVE ON YOUR
% Call For A Free kogal Consultation %

+ Medication Therapy Management PRESCRIPTIONS
* Immunization Services

i ARC J.BRENNERESQ. | . rreE rx Pickup and Delivery

Joelle Chilazi o : 973'326'8902 Compounding Services * Veterinary Medications

Broker Salesperson @ Compass . ) . Personallnjury
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m. 646.705.1512 o.201.627.4947 | JoelleRealEstate@gmail.com ) pipcepy| AVENUE- (EDARKNOLLS,\)07927 Chirag S. Taylor Pharm D RPh -Owner & Pharmacist-in-Charge

"” aShook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

A
Bluejay Pharmacy

% MEDICAL SURELTY

Proud Supporter of St. Philip the Apostle

Scan QR code to see how to maximize
W the value of your home - no upfront costs!
Visit SellwithJoelleC.com

COMPASS RE

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




www.bizub.com 1313 Van Houten Avenue 515 Lexington Avenue

Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton, NJ 07011
973-546-2000 973-777-4332
— Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr. Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N.J. Lic. No. 2732
' Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

47 Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

QUINLAN

FUNERAL HOME

JEFFREY POMPEQ " Compliments Of “Light the Way to Catholic Education”
DiFrancesco Bateman b Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
ATTORNEY M A MY Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
908-757-7800 To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net Donations can be sent to:

CLiFToN: 1200 Route 46 West | Make §t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N) 07013
WarreN: 15 Mounain Buvp - Brick: 638 ManToLOKING RoAD House Calls! Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of
THE AN"DSCAP ROBERT C. HESS
B ARROW CONIRECIOR :I: 973-778-9310 I
HOUSE Clifton ' New Jersey | - s40van Houtina,:;/:i.oner’ Le((::t:)i:ton, Njo7o13 |

PARLOR-BAR-RESTAURANT

S b Support Our
BRUNCH Lge JT A ADVERTISERS | GOD BLESS
TRUST TH EXPERIENCE They Support A h 4ERIC A
\ Our Parish
LUNCH

OVER 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

L]
DINNER ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law
LAFET L Rtcs >-TTH Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy
Motor Vehicle Offenses

1296 VAN HOUTEN AVE. Julian, Pin R P ter Nazario 832 CLIFTON AVENUE » CLIFEOg, NJ 07013
CrirroN, NJj 07013 : 973-204-92
1 Pina. P ic k P ina.com A.BARB'ER'@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation » $50 Discount with this Ad

THEBARROWHOUSE.COM

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

| Christopher Janish

Realtor, Cantor

Office: 973-256-0303
Cell: 201-704-9093 3 &y I
cjjanish@yahoo.com PREMIER PROPERTIES
39 E. Main Street THE DAMIANG GROUF
Little Falls, NJ 07425 & www.pdrhomes.com

'BEST GYM IN TOWN!

ON AVE - 973.553.9470 - CRUNCHCLIFTON.COM i © CRUNCHCLIFTON

. ]ames J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner —
NJ Lic. No. 3320

~ Ser_]_ngﬂ'he Publu’Smce 1. 99 ~

- Me.n:ﬁe-r : " _ .
G e
G L?EN

LE

a__—- Michael A. Waller‘_'"—— .
 Director ~ Parishione
1 ‘LNI Li@N?. 3017

Brian J. Warner
} Manager .
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