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The image of Jesus at the table is a recurring
and significant image in Scripture, rich with spiritual,
theological, and communal meaning. Throughout the
Gospels, these moments often reveal Jesus' character,
His mission, and His teachings about the kingdom of
God. The table becomes a setting where boundaries
are broken, fellowship is extended, and profound
lessons are taught. The themes of "table" and
"Eucharistic banquet" in Scripture symbolize
communion, unity, and
divine provision.
Scripture often connects
God's covenant with His
people through meals,
culminating in the
Eucharist as the ultimate
banquet of divine grace.

In biblical times, sharing a meal was an act of
intimacy and fellowship, symbolizing acceptance and
trust. Jesus’ willingness to dine with all people—
including tax collectors, sinners, and Pharisees—
challenges social norms and reveals His inclusive
love. For instance, in Luke 5:29-32, Jesus dines at the
home of Levi, a tax collector. This act scandalizes the
religious leaders but demonstrates Jesus' mission: to
seek and save the lost, showing that no one is beyond
the reach of God's grace.

Jesus frequently used meals as opportunities to
teach profound spiritual truths. While at a Pharisee's
house, Jesus shares the Parable of the Great Banquet.
Here, He contrasts the self-righteous who reject God's
invitation with the outcasts who gladly accept it,
emphasizing the upside-down nature of the kingdom
of God. Meals provide a relaxed, relational context
where Jesus imparts wisdom and challenges societal
expectations.

Jesus often performed miracles in the context
of meals, illustrating that the table is a space for
healing and restoration. For example, in Luke 7:36-
50, while dining at a Pharisee’s house, a sinful woman
anoints Jesus' feet with her tears. Her act of devotion
highlights themes of forgiveness and gratitude, as
Jesus affirms her faith and offers her peace. This story
reinforces the transformative power of encountering
Jesus.

Perhaps the most significant table moment in
Scripture is the Last Supper, where Jesus shares a
Passover meal with His disciples (Matthew 26:17-30).
Here, He institutes the Lord’s Supper, linking the
bread and wine to His body and blood, symbolizing
the New Covenant. This act not only foreshadows His
sacrificial death but also provides a lasting ritual for

His followers to remember His love and anticipate His
return. The Last Supper underscores themes of unity,
sacrifice, and divine provision.

After His resurrection, Jesus continues to
reveal Himself at the table. The risen Christ is
recognized by two disciples on the road to Emmaus
when He breaks bread with them. Similarly, Jesus
prepares breakfast for His disciples by the Sea of
Galilee, showing His care for their physical and
spiritual needs. These post-resurrection meals
emphasize Jesus’ ongoing presence and provision for
His followers.

Scripture often points to a future banquet,
symbolizing the ultimate fulfillment of God’s
kingdom. In Revelation 19:9, the Marriage Supper of
the Lamb celebrates the union of Christ and His
Church. This imagery connects the earthly tables
where Jesus dined to the heavenly table, portraying an
eternal fellowship with God. Isaiah 25:6-9 also
anticipates a banquet where death is swallowed up,
and God's salvation is fully realized.

The table is a powerful symbol in Scripture,
embodying themes of fellowship, inclusion, teaching,
restoration, and covenant. Through His table
fellowship, Jesus reveals the heart of God—a love that
transcends barriers, invites all into relationship, and
transforms lives. For believers today, the table
remains a sacred space for remembering Christ's
sacrifice, celebrating His presence, and anticipating
the joy of eternal communion with Him.

Filipino Simbang Gabi
Friday, December 20
6:30 PM

Christmas Eve Masses
Tuesday, December 24
4 PM, 7 PM and 10 PM

Christmas Day Masses
Wednesday, December 25
8 AM, 10 AM and 12 PM

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Vigil Mass,
Tuesday, December 31
5:30 PM

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Wednesday, January 1

9 AM



The great season of Advent is full of rich
symbolism, especially in regard to the contrast of light
and darkness.

For example, Jesus is known as the “light of
the world” and his birth was made known to the Magi
by a bright star, as they recounted to King Herod, “For
we have seen his star in the East, and have come to
worship him” (Matthew 2:2).

Stars then play a vital role in the symbolism of
Christmas, pointing the way to Jesus Christ.

The Virgin Mary is similarly known under
such titles as “Star of the Sea,” and is often referred to
as a “star” that leads other people to her Son, the true
“light” that shines in the darkness.

In Advent and throughout the Christmas
season, the Church proposes an ancient hymn known
by its Latin name, Alma Redemptoris Mater. It was
written by St. Herman the Cripple in the 11th century
and is recited after the conclusion of Night Prayer.

It is a beautiful prayer, one that highlights this
symbolism and points our hearts towards Bethlehem,
in eager anticipation of the birth of the Savior.

Below is the Latin and English translation of
this beloved hymn, which can easily be turned into a
prayer throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli
Porta manes, et stella maris, sucurre cadenti,
Surgere qui curat populo: tu quae genuisti,
Natura mirante, tuum sanctum Genitorem,
Virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore
Sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere.
Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven,
star of the sea, assist your people who have fallen
yet strive to rise again,

To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator,
yet remained a virgin after as before,

You who received Gabriel’s joyful greeting,
have pity on us poor sinners.

Some parishioners have noted the new
arrangement of candles in the sanctuary. The candles
on the main altar and by the tabernacle date back to
1964 when the church was reopened after the fire. I
had them refurbished for the parish. They serve as a
link to our past and present. The tall wooden
candlesticks will re-appear in the future. Sometimes
for different liturgical seasons the candle
arrangements will differ. I like the fact that we have
such choices and these items only add to beauty of our
church. Let us be the light the world so desperately
needs. Enjoy the beauty of this Advent season.

Fr. Monteleone

Thank you for helping with our annual Giving Tree!
If you have not already
returned your gift, make sure
to drop it off in the vestibule
by the 12:00PM Mass on
Sunday, December 17.
Don’t forget to attach the tag
to the gift! If you are making
an online donation, please
do so by this evening!

This week in Pre-k 4 we are
working on so many exciting
eSUg things for the holiday season! Each
iS the Reason morning, we do our advent
calendar to help us with our
number recognition and we count down the days until
Jesus' Birthday. We are learning the letter J for Jesus
and the story of the Candy Cane.
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and remember,
Jesus is the reason for the season!

The students of St. Philip Preparatory School invite
you to attend any of the following Christmas Concerts
on Wednesday, December 18, 2024.

Come to one, or come to all! We would love to see
you
there! Merry Christmas!
9:30 AM PreK3, PreK4, and
Kindergarten
10:30 AM Grades 1-3
7:00 PM Grades 4-8

A great BIG THANK YOU to all
those who came out to support our
young student entrepreneurs at our
TREP$ Marketplace. The
marketplace opened with an official
blessing and ribbon-cutting by Fr.
Monteleone. It was a beautiful sight to see our
auditorium filled with eager business owners and
supportive shoppers! Success meant different things to
different kids. For some, it was the independence of
earning their own money and for others it was the
skills they learned along the way. Many of the
students sold out of their products while others took
future orders for customized items. The support of the
community showed the children that their hard work
has value and gave them a great feeling of
accomplishment. Stay tuned for future TREP$
marketplaces!



FILIPINO-AMERICAN GROUP

Simbang Gabi

A Filipino tradition of nine-day novena Masses during
Advent in preparation for the Nativity of Jesus Christ.

Join the Sixth Novena Mass
of our Diocesan and parish-sponsored
Simbang Gabi

St. Philip the Apostle Parish
797 Valley Road, Clifton, NJ

Friday, December 20, 2024, 6:30 P.M.

Rev. David Monteleone
Main Celebrant

Rev. Emerson Francisco
Homilist

Fellowship immediately following Mass in the Auditorium

For information, please contact:
Leah/Alan Abucay - (862) 262-1249
Gloria Baun - (862) 899-9534
Clarissa/Tany Biazon - (201) 960-8714
Zeny/Larry Bolivar — (201) 960-8714
Mathilda/Rene Bulacan - (862) 232-1640
Elena/Fred Calvis - (973) 219-1879
Sylvia/Jun Dagot - (973) 980-3198
Lynn/Ramie Flores — (201) 953-6012
Lourdes Jaucean — (201) 396-3149
Raquel Nael-Marrero — (973) 563- 6924
Beth Sienicki — (862) 452-3949
Mely/Chito Vasquez — (973) 494-4091
Bernie Yap - (571) 276-0699

LIFE MINISTRY

"Blessed are you who believed that
what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled." Lk. 1:45

LAk L -
Advent 2024

FR. ENGLISH CENTER

Christmas came to Fr. English Food Pantry last
weekend, as so much wonderful and needed food
was collected. Some even made special bags of
food for our Veterans, which is always a top
priority. Thank you to all as the working poor in
Paterson are very grateful for your generous gifts of
prayers and food. Every item donated is greatly
appreciated! Merry Christmas to all!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Thank You

St. Philip parishioners are some of the most
generous people on earth. Once again this year, due
to your kindness, our Knights council was able to
give away 235 warm winter coats to the needy
children here in Clifton. Distribution day this year
the weather was quite chilly and windy. Many of
the kids came in in shirtsleeves and left wearing
their new coat, a sure sign that the need is there.
We’ve been able to do this for the past 5 or 6 years
only because of the largesse of all of you. From the
bottom of our heats THANK YOU!!!!

ROSARY SOCIETY

The Rosary society cordially invites you to join us
in celebrating the birth of Christ and the feast of our
Lady Guadalupe at our Christmas Meeting on
Monday, December 16™ beginning at 6:30 PM in
Marian Hall.

All are welcome.

COLUMBIETTES

The next Columbiette meeting will be held on
Thursday, December 19" at 6:45 pm. We will enjoy
a shared evening of fun with our Columbiette sisters
at our annual Christmas party instead of the regular
meeting.

Remember to bring a pair of ladies’ or men’s gloves
which will be donated to food pantry participants of
the Fr. English Food pantry in Paterson and Food
pantry of Fr. Michael’s Church in Passaic.

The Columbiettes wish our priests, staff and all
members of our parish family a Christmas graced
with God’s blessings of love, peace, joy.



PRIME TIMERS

January Party Time

If you’re over 50 and want to have some fun why
not join our Prime Timer Senior Social Club. We
meet at 1:30pm (1pm for coffee-and),in Marian
Hall on the first Friday of each month. Our next
meeting will be January 3™ when we will have our
post-holiday light lunch. The cost is only $15 for
sandwiches, salads, etc. If you want to come please
make out your check for $15 to St. Philip’s Prime
Timers and drop it off or mail it to Prime Timers at
the parish Office 797 Valley Rd. Clifton, N.J.
07013. Mark the envelope Jan. Luncheon. We need
to have a final count of attendees by Dec. 30" At
this meeting we will also hear a great presentation
by Jean Reanue on the history of Clifton and this
area of Passaic County. A dinner-theater trip to
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see Bill Haley and the
Comets on March 7 is also in the works. Come
out and join the fun.

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

TRICKY TRAY

St Philip Prep Tricky Tray is coming up in March!
Our HSA is asking for basket donations. We are
looking for all size baskets to use for our prizes at
the tricky tray. The baskets can be left in the back
of the church or dropped off at our school office. If
you have any questions please call our HSA
President at 862-247-3899.

Looking to secure your financial future? With over a
century of experience, the Knights of Columbus are
trusted leaders in providing financial security for

Catholic families. Connect with a Knights of

Columbus
Field Agent 4@5 Knights of
today for N 5 Agency
personalized _ Joseph Savarimuthu
financial " Field Agent
pla.rlnlng that Phone: 347-661-3865
allgns W]th joseph.savarimuthu@kofc.org

your values
and goals.

Life Insurance « Long-Term Care Insurance

Retirement Annuities « Disability Income Insurance
Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Jubilee Opening Mass
Sunday, December 29, from 3 -5 pm
The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
(381 Grand St., Paterson, New Jersey)

Pope Francis encourages all Catholics to celebrate and
participate in the Jubilee of Hope throughout the year
of 2025. Each parish/institution of the Diocese of
Paterson will be represented at the opening Mass at
the Cathedral on Dec. 29, 2024 with Bishop Kevin
Sweeney. A pilgrimage to Rome and a local
pilgrimage will be made available for all parishioners.
For details about the opening Mass, the pilgrimages,
and to learn about the many Jubilee events that will be
happening in our diocese, visit the diocesan
homepage.

For more information, visit https://rcdop.org/jubilee-
2025-rcdop

Pilgrimage to Italy for Jubilee Year 2025
Fr. Emerson is organizing a pilgrimage to Italy for the
Jubilee Year from
September 22-October 3, 2025.
For more details see the parish website at
www.stphilip.org or email Fr. Emerson at
efrancisco@stphilip.org

Date: September 22 — October 3, 2025

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

DURING THE HOLY YEAR — Juhilee 20235

Pilgrimage Update:

Application Form for Participation in the
Pilgrimage is now available in the Parish Office or
at the doors of the Church

Deadline of submission -
is December 31, 2024 Vo
(subject to change) &
P:LGR“"(j

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY MEETING
There will be a Meeting for those who are
still deciding, and those who are
interested and/or have questions about the
Pilgrimage to Italy. Come and join us for
the presentation and discussion!

A representative from the travel agency
will be flying from Italy to join us.

Date: January 11, 2025 (Saturday)

Time: 7:00PM

Place: Marian Hall




Gospel Today

< KED'S >
KORNER

WEEK 3, evening lighting prayer
Prayer said by Father or head of household

Year C

Third Sunday of Advent | Luke 3:10-18

John the Baptist was a powerful teacher, and led many to be baptized. When
questioned if he were The Messiah, he answered, “I am baptizing you with water,
but one mightier than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen the thongs of His
sandals. He will baptize you with The Holy Spirit and Fire.” Luke 3:16

21 oo venture sendces, IC

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024

8:00 Andres Macalino
10:00 Torquato Trasente
Michael Costabile, Sr.
Tony Voloninno
Fr. Paul Wolkovits
12:00 All the People of the Parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024

9:00AM Andres Macalino
Concepcion A. Jimenez

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2024

9:00 Dale Cavalero

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024

“O Lord, we beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers T HIRD SUN DAY
and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace
of Thy visitation. Through Christ our Lord, Amen”. 0 F AD VE NT
Mother lights the first & second
purple and the rose/pink candle. — GAUDETE SUNDAY — I g
-
ROLL & OVERLAP
N EDGES & GLUE OR
- COLOR & CUT ON DOTTED LINES | TAPETOGETHER
|
OVERLAP WITH
3 OPPOSITE SIDE
—
COLOR PINK
FOLD ; : : ; i ; : : | Thisis what the
E : H ¢ : : i H : finished candle
COLOR GREEN _ | should look like
B
" 1 2
'WEEK 3 Cut, color and fold our third advent candle - tape or glue
CUT BASE this pink candle to the 8" paper plate or cardboard circle 3
that was used for the first two candles. Place as shown on
the diagram at right.

9:00 Josephine Pagano
Tony Volonnino

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024

9:00 Joselito Veluz
Marie Louise Caroline

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2024

9:00 Robert Hammer-22"% Anniversary
Claudia Pugliese

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2024

THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING.

9:00 Irene Marschalk
Victoria Walker
5:30 All the People of the Parish

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024

Recently Deceased...
Logan Brackenbury

A Time to be Healed...

Rita Frank, Kathleen Teresa Fitzpatrick Brown,
Lou Piatti, Caitlin Buggy, Irene Chmura,
Edward Honan, Marge and Barbara Sikora,
Arlene Pompeo and Diane Albanesius

8:00 Ed Kovacs
10:00 Catherine “Kitty” Makowski
Emanuel Calon Rodriguez
Marguerite Hausz
Giovanna and Antonio Caradonna
12:00 Thomas Turner- 7 Anniversary
Roseann Weitner

CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER
15STH
In memory of Irene Marschalk

- From the Marschalk Family




ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

g eniged CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
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Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton
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WWW.JIKREALTY.COM

Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured

732-589-9967 Serwug A of Hew Jensey
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JosephSianoJr@gmail.com 8 N

NEW JERSEY LICINSED REAL ESTATE BS0KER

270 Colfax Ave, Clifton, NJ 07013 973-472-7000
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3 Beds/2.5 baths ¢ Relaxing Pool * Fun Game Room foca IU5|“55555 :

* Close to all Disney Parks & Attractions!
Pharmacy Services
NEED A LAWYER? & . Personali(z:Zd Pharmacy Service Ask us how we

I NJ U R E D7 « Blister Pack Medication Preparation can help you
= * RX Copay Assistance Programs SAVE ON YOUR
% Call For A Free kogal Consultation %

+ Medication Therapy Management PRESCRIPTIONS
* Immunization Services

i ARC J.BRENNERESQ. | . rreE rx Pickup and Delivery

Joelle Chilazi o : 973'326'8902 Compounding Services * Veterinary Medications

Broker Salesperson @ Compass . ) . Personallnjury
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m. 646.705.1512 o.201.627.4947 | JoelleRealEstate@gmail.com ) pipcepy| AVENUE- (EDARKNOLLS,\)07927 Chirag S. Taylor Pharm D RPh -Owner & Pharmacist-in-Charge

"” aShook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

A
Bluejay Pharmacy

% MEDICAL SURELTY

Proud Supporter of St. Philip the Apostle

Scan QR code to see how to maximize
W the value of your home - no upfront costs!
Visit SellwithJoelleC.com

COMPASS RE

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC ¢ P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




www.bizub.com 1313 Van Houten Avenue 515 Lexington Avenue

Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton, NJ 07011
973-546-2000 973-777-4332
— Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr. Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N.J. Lic. No. 2732
' Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

47 Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

QUINLAN

FUNERAL HOME

JEFFREY POMPEQ " Compliments Of “Light the Way to Catholic Education”
DiFrancesco Bateman b Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
ATTORNEY M A MY Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
908-757-7800 To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net Donations can be sent to:

CLiFToN: 1200 Route 46 West | Make §t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N) 07013
WarreN: 15 Mounain Buvp - Brick: 638 ManToLOKING RoAD House Calls! Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of
THE AN"DSCAP ROBERT C. HESS
B ARROW CONIRECIOR :I: 973-778-9310 I
HOUSE Clifton ' New Jersey | - s40van Houtina,:;/:i.oner’ Le((::t:)i:ton, Njo7o13 |

PARLOR-BAR-RESTAURANT

S b Support Our
BRUNCH Lge JT A ADVERTISERS | GOD BLESS
TRUST TH EXPERIENCE They Support A h 4ERIC A
\ Our Parish
LUNCH

OVER 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE

L]
DINNER ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
Attorney at Law
LAFET L Rtcs >-TTH Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy
Motor Vehicle Offenses

1296 VAN HOUTEN AVE. Julian, Pin R P ter Nazario 832 CLIFTON AVENUE » CLIFEOg, NJ 07013
CrirroN, NJj 07013 : 973-204-92
1 Pina. P ic k P ina.com A.BARB'ER'@OUTLOOK.COM

House and weekend visits available.
Free Consultation » $50 Discount with this Ad

THEBARROWHOUSE.COM

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

| Christopher Janish

Realtor, Cantor

Office: 973-256-0303
Cell: 201-704-9093 3 &y I
cjjanish@yahoo.com PREMIER PROPERTIES
39 E. Main Street THE DAMIANG GROUF
Little Falls, NJ 07425 & www.pdrhomes.com

'BEST GYM IN TOWN!

ON AVE - 973.553.9470 - CRUNCHCLIFTON.COM i © CRUNCHCLIFTON

. ]ames J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner —
NJ Lic. No. 3320

~ Ser_]_ngﬂ'he Publu’Smce 1. 99 ~

- Me.n:ﬁe-r : " _ .
G e
G L?EN

LE

a__—- Michael A. Waller‘_'"—— .
 Director ~ Parishione
1 ‘LNI Li@N?. 3017

Brian J. Warner
} Manager .
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