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  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
December 31, 2023 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening ………..….…….…………………………………… 5:30 PM 
Sunday…….……………….……. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) & 12:00 PM 
Monday thru Saturday...….…………......…..………………………… 9:00 AM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday …………………………………………………………4:30 PM 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Friday …………………………………………………9:30 to 10:30 AM 

   For a Communion visit and/or 
Anointing of  the Sick, 

please contact the Parish office. 
 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

It’s become commonplace nowadays for 
people to put together a bucket list. This is a list of 
things that they wish to experience or accomplish 
before they die. Even people in their thirties and 
forties are putting together bucket lists. Each person 
can choose what will be on his or her list. One 
person might desire to travel to Europe. Another is 
to learn how to play the piano. Someone else might 
decide that they want to read all 37 of 
Shakespeare’s plays. Whatever is on your list, the 
intent is to check off each item one by one as you 
can fulfill it. 

In today’s gospel, Simeon has a bucket list, 
and there’s only one thing on it. He wants to see the 
Messiah of God before he dies. When Joseph and 
Mary bring the child Jesus to the temple, his wish is 
fulfilled. Simeon’s bucket list is instructive to us 
because it includes two characteristics that are 
important. Simeon wishes big, and Simeon wishes 
selflessly. 

Simeon is not afraid to think big. What he 
wants is nothing less than to see the Messiah of God 
with his own eyes. This is the desire that generation 
after generation wished for without success. People 
who were much more important than Simeon died 
without seeing God’s anointed. Moses, King David, 
and Isaiah all went to their graves without a 
glimpse. But Simeon was not afraid of size. He 
knew what he wanted, and he dared to ask God for 
it. The second characteristic of Simeon’s approach 
is selflessness. Simeon’s desire is not primarily for 
himself, but for the entire world. He knows that he 
will not live long enough to see Jesus teach, heal, 
and win our salvation. But he takes his joy in 
knowing that others will benefit from Jesus’s 
ministry and sacrifice. 

So, when we look around our lives for what 
we want, it is important to remember Simeon and to 
wish for things that are big and selfless. Perhaps 
you might wish that someone in your family, a 
grandchild or sibling, might decide to commit 
themselves to a life of service. The service might be 
to the church or some international agency 
addressing world hunger or poverty. That’s not a 
choice that many young people make. But Simeon 

would say to us “Don’t be afraid to think big. Ask 
what you want from God. Then place your wish in 
God’s hands.” Perhaps we might wish for a country 
that was healed, a country in which Americans 
would once again trust one another, where 
Democrats and Republicans would work together 
for the common good. Simeon would say, “Well, 
that’s thinking big alright. But go for it. A lot of 
things would have to change before that could 
happen. But you might be able to see at least the 
first steps towards healing.” Maybe we would like 
to see a world-wide commitment to our children, 
our unborn and the elderly, and the vulnerable. 
Simeon would say, “That’s a work for many 
generations, but choose it. You might be able to see 
a beginning.” 

As we put our bucket lists together, it is 
important to remember Simeon. We should wish big 
and selflessly and then place our list in God’s 
hands. If we’re lucky, we, like Simeon, might see 
the fulfillment of our desires. But even if we don’t, 
even if we die before God can give that gift to us, at 
least we will know that we wished for something 
significant that will benefit the entire world. 

Peace, 

Fr. Monteleone 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
In observance of the Solemnity of Mary  

on Monday, January 1, 
Mass will be celebrated at 9 AM. 

The Church will be closed immediately following Mass. 
The Parish Office will be closed. 

 



 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

The entire Parish Staff would like to wish you and 
yours a blessed New Year. May God bless you! 

 

 
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

The St. Philip School community hopes everyone is 
having a joyous and blessed Christmas season, 
which we celebrate through the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord.  

The students and staff have all had the opportunity 
to spend this Holiday season with family and loved 
ones, and are returning to school on January 2nd to 
continue their 2023-2024 school year. We will be 
rejuvenated and have a renewed focus on attaining 
our goals.  

We would like to wish everyone a Happy and 
Healthy New Year as we ring in 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
COLUMBIETTES 
Columbiettes Food Drive on the second Wednesday 
of every month. Next Collection will be January 
10th.   Drop off your non-perishable donations in the 
church parking lot after the 9 AM Mass. All food is 
donated to St. Michael’s Church in Passaic.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIFE MINISTRY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

PRIME-TIMERS 
The next meeting of the St. Philip Prime Timers 
will be Friday, January 5th at 1:30 PM in Marian 
Hall. Coffee and cake will be served before the 
meeting. We will be playing Bingo. The cards are 
$2 and the more that play, the more we pay. 
Everyone 50 years and older is welcome. Come and 
join us for fun and socialization. If you have any 
questions, please call Jean R. (973) 253-1619. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLUMBIETTE BLANKET MINISTRY 
The next meetings of the blanket ministry will be 
Thursday, January 4 and 18, 2024 at 9:45 AM in the 
Molloy Center.   All crafters are welcome!  For 
more information, call Cathie Martha.  
(973) 471-1265. 
 
We wish all of you a healthy and peaceful 2024! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIDOW AND WIDOWERS 
The next meeting of the Widow and Widowers will 
be held on Monday, January 8th at 2 PM in the 
Molloy Center. Anyone who is experiencing the 
loss of a significant other is welcome to attend. 
 
 
 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
Calendar Raffles 
Calendar Raffles are now available for sale. 
Tickets are $10 each for 90 chances to win $10,000 
in prizes. Drawings begin February 1st. Each date is 
a different amount to win. 
Contact the School or Parish office for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cigar and Whiskey Night 

Tickets are $65 per person and include Buffet 
dinner, 2 cigars and Whiskey Tasting.  
For tickets or more information, please contact 
Anton at (862) 247-3899. 
 



 

 

GRIEFSHARE AT SAINT PHILIP’S 
 

Need help dealing with grief? 
A prayerful support group can help you 

move through the grief process. 
 

A GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming 
place where people understand the difficult 

emotions of grief. Through this 13-week group, 
you’ll discover what to expect in the days ahead and 

what’s “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, 
orderly stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful ways of 
coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—and 

gain solid support each step of the way. 
The next GriefShare session at Saint Philip’s is on 

Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:30 PM in the 
Youth Room of Jubilee Wing Building of the 

Molloy Center. 
For questions, please call the Parish Office at  

(973) 779 6200. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FOR THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 

 
Aurea Liannie 

 

KIDS KORNER 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 

What can we do to restore the quality and beauty of 
the pews, kneelers, and furnishings of our 

church?  Our "Having a Place at the Banquet of the 
Lord" capital campaign has begun.  Please see the 

parish website for information about the restoration 
project and to make an online pledge. 

Thank You for Your Support  
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same spirit 

distributes them. — 1 Corinthians 12:4 
 
To all those who have pledged, contributed to, and 
continue to offer prayers for our "Having a Place at 
the Banquet of the Lord" capital campaign, a 
heartfelt thank you.  Your kindness and generosity 
toward this project have gotten us off to a great 
start.  This work could not be done without you! 
 
To date we have raised $177,524 in contributions 
collected and we are up to $333,472 with all our 
pledges.  
 



 

 

PARISH GIVING 
 
THE COLLECTION INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE AT 
TIME OF PRINTING. 
 
Sunday Collection: DECEMBER 18, 2022 $18,433.00 
Sunday Collection: DECEMBER 17, 2023      
Weekly Collection                                       $   12,852.00 
Online Giving Donation                              $    6,914.00 
Total                                                               $ 19,766.00 
 
Upcoming Second Collections: 
January 15 - Beacon 
 

WE PRAY FOR… 
 
For the recently Deceased… 
 Andrew Coraci, Joe Besterci 
 

A Time to be Healed…  
Joanne Barrett, Manuel Bacani, Bishop Arthur Serratelli,  
Joseph Gore, Sikora Sisters, Reverend John Klein, 
Philip Kutzenco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023 
 8:00 All the People of the Parish 
 10:00 Donald Muller 
  Connie Pomposelli 
 12:00 James Elbert 
  Rita Latona 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024 
      9:00  the 40th Wedding Anniversary of 
     George and Emelyn Masbang 
  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2024  
 9:00   Louis DeLeon 
   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2024  
 9:00  Rev. Frank Parrinello 
     
WTHURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2024  
 9:00  Mafalda Valentini - 30th Anniversary 
   
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2024  
 9:00  Robert Parillo 
  Anna Errico 
    
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 2024  
 9:00  Victor Napenas 
  Luciano and Teofila Rosales 
      5:30  Michael and Pat Zaccario 
  Anne and Anthony Lipari 
  Frances Spazian 
   
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024 
 8:00 Robert Mancinelli 
  Elizabeth Zakopcsan 
 10:00 Connie Pomposelli 
  Hulbert Schreiber 
  David Young 
  Barbara Bell 
  Harry Carline 
 12:00 All the People of the Parish 
 
CANDLE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 31st  
In loving memory of my parents and my sister, Josef and 

Frantiska Krizek and Marie Riegrova 
  -From Georgeanna Hall 



Ranked #1 Realtor®
in Clifton

Mahmoud Ijbara
Realtor®

646.764.9599
mahmoud@ijbaragroup.com
www.cliftonsold.com

#1 Most Sold Homes in Clifton

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR
917-751-8700

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013 decoratingdreams21.com

@

Attorney at Law
Wills  Real Estate  Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation  $50 Discount with this Ad
House and weekend visits available.

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

CERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME
COURT OF NEW JERSEY

AS A WORKERS COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

Marc J. Brenner, ESQ.

lawmarcbrenner.com

973-326-8902
Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Social Security Disability

Beware of Social 
Security Phone Scams!

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam



James J. Marrocco
Senior Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

Brian J. Warner
Manager

NJ Lic. No. 4587

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

973-779-0200 

Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL

INITIAL REGISTRATION

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

Parishioner

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton     outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
Donations can be sent to: 

St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton  New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-6080
Ameti’s FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY

($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA  SANDWICHES  SALADS  ENTREES


