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My Dear Parishioners,

It might come as a surprise to you that in this short
and tranquil gospel, which is proclaimed on New Year’s
Day, Mary shows us how to deal with tragedy in our lives.
The relevant passage is only one sentence, but it is a
sentence in which every word counts. It reads, “And Mary
treasured all of these things, reflecting upon them in her
heart.”

Now what are the things that Mary treasured?
They are the events that surround the birth of Christ. But
what is peculiar about this line is it says that Mary
treasured all these things. This is perplexing. If the line
said that Mary treasured some of these things, it would be
easy to understand. Some of the things surrounding the
birth of Christ were wonderful indeed. It would make
sense to treasure the angels’ song, the visit of the
shepherds, the healthy baby boy that Mary brought into
this world.

But the text does not say that Mary treasured
some of these things, but that she treasured all of these
things. This is confusing because some of the things
surrounding the birth of Christ were quite horrible.
Remember that Joseph was ready to divorce Mary when
he discovered that she was pregnant. In time the two of
them moved beyond that hurtful judgment, but it certainly
left scars on the relationship. Exactly what part of that
near disaster do we imagine Mary was treasuring? We
cannot forget the forced and difficult journey to
Bethlehem in the last few days of a pregnancy and the
profound disappointment that Mary must have felt as she
had to place her beautiful baby boy in a filthy manger.
What was there about these hardships that Mary was
holding close to her heart? Nor was it good news that
wicked King Herod was trying to kill the child. His plans
would eventually force the Holy Family to flee to Egypt.
Was this something Mary would want to remember?

What part of this evil and violence was Mary
treasuring? It is helpful to know that the Greek word here
that we translate as “treasure” actually means “to hold
onto” or, by extension, “to accept.” If we understand the
word in this way, the text is telling us that Mary is
accepting all of these tragic aspects of Jesus’ birth. Why
is she accepting them? Because she understands that not
to accept them would leave her life dominated by anger,
denial, and depression. Mary did not choose to live that
way. She did not choose to live in anger with Joseph over
his failure to trust her, with depression over the
impoverished and pathetic circumstances in which she
needed to give birth, or denial that King Herod was truly
trying to kill her son.

Mary accepted all of these tragic aspects of
Jesus’ birth. She held them. She treasured them, because
they were the way the birth came about. By her example,
she tells us that when we need to deal with tragic aspects
of our life, we must accept them as well. “Yes, | have
cancer.” “Yes, | am divorced.” “Yes, | have been hurt

deeply by someone | trusted.” Such acts of acceptance do
not mean that the tragic aspects of our lives are somehow
good and beautiful. Our tragedies remain tragedies. But
they must be claimed as our tragedies, because it is only
by accepting them that we can move forward and continue
to live.

But Mary does more than show us the
importance of accepting our tragedies. The second part of
the text reads: “reflecting upon them in her heart.” Again,
the Greek is helpful. The word here translated as
“reflecting” is a wonderful Greek word which literally
means “to throw together.” So, the scripture is telling us
that Mary first accepts the tragedies she has experienced
and then “throws them together” with the rest of her life.

Mary shows us then a pattern of “accepting” and
“throwing together.” And what is important in this
pattern is when our tragedies are thrown together with the
rest of our lives, it allows the good things to win. “Yes, |
am divorced, but I have friends who have stood by me
throughout the entire process.” “Yes, | have been deeply
hurt, but | have never been more creative in my job.”
“Yes, | do have cancer, but now | see more clearly the
beauty of life and am so much freer to express my love to
others.”

Bad things happen to us all. When they do, the
only way we can move forward, the only way that we can
continue to live, is to accept those tragic things as a part
of our story. And once we accept them, we can throw
them together with all the good things that are still ours.
This is how Mary dealt with the birth of Jesus. This is how
we can, with God’s grace, deal with the tragedies of our
lives so that we can continue as healthy and joyful people.

Peace,

Fr. Monteleone



The entire Parish Staff would like to wish you and
yours a blessed New Year. May God bless you!

The Parish Office will be closed
on Monday, January 2"

PRIME-TIMERS

The next meeting of the Prime-Timers will be on
Friday, January 6" at 1 PM in Marian Hall. Our guest
speaker will be Anna Pansini D’Alto, parishioner,
educator, and author of the book, ““Strength to Endure- A
Memoir.”

ROSARY SOCIETY

Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! Save the
date: Saturday, January 21%, Rosarians will meet for
9 AM Mass (weather permitting).

Mrs. McKeever's seventh grade Kaleidoscope Literature
class would like to thank former student and author
Tony Kolenc for visiting us virtually last week.

Mr. Kolenc explained the Hero's Journey and related it
to both The Odyssey and his own writing. We are truly
grateful for his dedication to our school and look
forward to a visit sometime in 2023.

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

The Little Sisters of Poor are committed to serving the
elderly poor and meeting their needs at Saint Joseph's
Home for the Elderly in Totowa New Jersey. Challenged
during these past years they ask for any support that can
be given which will be immensely appreciated. They
will be at our Parish the weekend of January 14 - 15,
2023.

Natural Family Planning - The Marquette Method
January 9" from 7:30 PM - 9 PM on Zoom

The Marquette Method will be presented by Amanda
Khanjian. Come learn the most effective, natural,
healthy, and inexpensive system integrating excellent
women's health and true family planning for couples
trying to achieve pregnancy, couples having infertility
concerns, or couples planning to postpone pregnancy, all
within God's natural design.

Register by visiting https://insidethewalls.org/take-a-
class.

Henry Hugo



COLLECTION INFORMATION
NOT AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF PRINTING

Upcoming Second Collections:
January 8 - Project Faith
January 15 -The Beacon

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023

8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Leo Tracy
In Thanksgiving for the 38™ Wedding
Anniversary of George and Emelyn Masbang
12:00 Giuseppe Esposito
Eleanor Boyle

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2023

9:00 Steven Andretta

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2023

9:00 Rogelio Dela Cruz

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2023

9:00 Ronald Mack

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2023

9:00 Corazon Nunag

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2023

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace...
Adelaide Lodico

A Time to be Healed...

Susan Stierlen, Jill Festa, Sylvia Shami, Edward Kovacs,
Dominick Cappello, Todd Daigneault, Cheri Albanesius,
James Jablonowski, EImer Rodriguez, Michael Barbetta,
John Hughes, Bernadette Menzaco, Janet Jelenski,
Adelaido Cuasay Peter Weber, Msgr. Herbert Tillyer,
Lorraine De Bellis

9:00 Donna Fede

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2023

9:00 Felicia and Pietro Mannarino
Luciano and Teofilla Rosales

5:30 Deceased members of the McNamara Family
Joseph Dewland
Frances Dodd

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023

8:00 Rose Spatola
Leandro Salme

10:00 Gertrude Kovach
Robert Parillo - 13" Anniversary
Matthew Pennacchia
Anne and Anthony Lipari

12:00 All the People of the Parish
Salvatore Vigilante



ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

Help the ASPCA put a stop CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.

to animal cruelty. All Forms of Insurance
Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

150 Clove Road
www.hahnagency.com  ittie F,;:; eN](:)a74z4 (973) 773-37'0
D A LAWYER?

*NewRoofs  eSlate Repairs 5 Al Types of
D ON THE JogB? *RoofRemoval « SkylightRepairs /- Roofing & Repacrs

WU RALLEEI  OVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

Personal Injury
: S| $300.00 OFF 1(973) 835-5330" $30.00 OFF |
WWW.as p ca.or g ‘CN:nr:;)ee":sation e | ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00) (FREE ESTI)MATES « FULLY INSURED |_ _ ANYREPAR |

nous OorPENT: Socil Securiy Wi | Diane DeCarolis, APN
MaAPLE VALLEY : WA Psychiatric Mental
- DINER & RESTAURANT CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION ) Health Practitioner
" Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices - 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
b ’ : (973) 326'8902 Medication « Psychotherapy

973-473-6444 222 RIDGEDALE AVE - CEDAR KNOLLS 917-751-8700
- 1116 US Hichway 46 - Curron, NJ 07013 315 BROAD STREET - BLOOMFIELD | M0STINSURANGEPLANS ACC#TED UPPER MONTCLAIR

Help build a
future where
people live
in harmony

with nature.
We are a relentless force

for a world of longer,

healthier lives. Visit our website
to learn more
www.heart.org Jgmemccpmm——yrrg—-
RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.
Donate Your Car Or
Counselor at Law Other Vehicie To
Real Estate and Construction Law 1 Catholic Charities Paterson
80 PARK STREET * MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042 CALL 1-855-670-GIVE (4483)
973-777-3739 - CELL 646-523-5858

= 30 YEARS IN PRACTICE
A D V E R T I S E ANTHONY N. BARBIERI, PC
: N Attorney at Law

YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS 5 PACE Wills « Real Estate « Bankruptcy
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses Motor Vehicle Offenses

in our network and begin growing sales driving 832 CLIFTON AVENUE « CLIFTON, NJ 07013
new client visits and building client retention 973-204-9266

and name recognition. BON™ A.BARBIERI@OUTLOOK.COM
_,/e'ﬁm House am.i weekend v.isits availe}ble. )
800-883-4343 - Free Consultation + $50 Discount with this Ad

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




www.bizub.com

B1ZUB-
QUINLAN

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000

Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N

47 Main Street Little F

FUNERAL HOME

973-256-47

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332

Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

alls, NJ 07424

00

BARTLETT
GREENHOUSES
& FLORIST INC.

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480

814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON

JEFFREY POMPEQ "

DiFrancesco Bateman
—ATTORNEY
908-757-7800
jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CuiFron: 1033 Rr 46 East, Ste 208A
WAarReN: 15 MounTaiN Buvo « Brick: 638 ManToLOKING RoAD

| Make
House (alls!

Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?
Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career?
Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson
to learn more about volunteering.
Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. * Fax 973-406-1113

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk Reliable with strong communication skills.

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244
Or E-rpail resume To:

! PIOTpP

com

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”

Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Monsignor Peter ]. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund

To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
Donations can be sent to:

§t. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, N) 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

The Law Offices of

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner, Lector

Compliments Of

RAY(
GRAIOWSBKQ]

C@NTRACT@

Clifton - New Jersey

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Non-
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

Medical Home Care Services

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com

Every ° www.VisitingAngels.com
Suﬁtgay LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES  Jesse Malik » 973-839-3761
COST: $42.00

(Includes Refreshments)

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00
Call Mirka 201-755-6449

“ABlack Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit” Jim Meghdir « Chief Instructor « Third Degree Black Belt

CLIFTON MARTIAL ARTS ACADEINY

Taekwondo - Karate - Grappling - Weapons Defense « Adult Program Available
Confidence « Bully-Proofing « Self-Discipline « Respect « Courtesy « Leadership
973-779-0200 , ST. PHILIP'S SPECIAL
891 Bloomfield Avenue -« Clifton, NJ 07012 $50 OFF
INITIAL REGISTRATION

info@cliftonmartialarts.com « cliftonmartialarts.com

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner
NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller

Director ~ Parishioner

FRESH

'Amdicd Pizza

1162 Broad Street - Clifton, NJ 07013

9

aioCCo

NJ Lic. No. 3017

1398 (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton

MEMORIAL CHAPEL

(52 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)
P1ZZA - SANDWICHES - SALADS - ENTREES

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

FAST FREE DELIVERY

73-272-6080

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside



