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Saint Philip the Apostle Parish 
Clifton, New Jersey 

FOURTH SUNDAY 

of Advent 



 

 

FROM FATHER NICO 
 
A two-year-old boy asks his father, "how are you related to 
my favorite uncle Bob?" The father explains that he and his 
Uncle Bob have the same dad, which makes them siblings. 
To check that the kid gets it, the father asks, "You and your 
brother James have the same dad, me -- what does that make 
you?" Without missing a beat, the boy replies, "Happy!"  
 
We find the story sweet. We find the boy delightful and 
charming. In the Gospel reading this Fourth and last Sunday 
of Advent (see Matthew 1:18-24), Saint Matthew also tells a 
story about a father and a son, about Joseph and Jesus. Their 
story not only sweetens our lives, delights, and charms us;  
it also brings us the good news. And what is the good news? 
That Jesus is Emmanuel which means God is with us. That 
we are never entirely alone. We have a brother. We have a 
brother in Jesus. That is good news! And what should that 
make us? As the boy said in our story, it should make us 
"Happy!" Happy because no matter what, having Jesus on 
our side means we are never entirely alone. We will never 
be alone.  
 
 
I could only imagine Joseph's concerns when he discovered 
that Mary was pregnant. How utterly frightened Joseph must 
have felt that God sent an angel to assure him in a dream, 
"Do not be afraid." These words of the Angel, "Do not be 
afraid," must have given Joseph strength and hope. And so, 
they should for us, also. 
 
Friends, the Lord is with us. That is the good news. We are 
never entirely alone. We may feel lost, not knowing where 
to go and what to do; we can find clarity with these words in 
prayer: The Lord is with us. We may feel we lack the grace 
and gifts to live holy and faithful lives, to live our full 
potential, and to concretize our plans; we can find 
encouragement with these words in prayer: The Lord is 
with us. We may feel frightened, alone, weak, and anxious; 
we can find strength with these words in prayer: The Lord 
is with us. We may feel lost in the overwhelming uncertainty 
and impossibility around us, but we can find hope with these 
words in prayer: The Lord is with us.  
 
Advent season encourages us to trust, inspires us to hope, 
and offers us faith-filled reassurance that we are never 
entirely alone. No matter what our situation is. There is good 
news, no matter what is happening around us or in us. We 
are never wholly alone. The Lord is with us. Jesus, our 
brother, is with us. That should make us find happiness and 
peace even amid chaos. Only Jesus can calm the storm 
around us and in us.  
 
To all who might feel alone or lonely, to all who might feel 
helpless or hopeless, to those who might be worried or 
frightened about the future… The reassuring words of the 
Angel to Joseph — "Do not be afraid" — are now God's 
words to us. 
 
I invite you before you do anything. Breathe in and out these 
simple words: Do not be afraid; the Lord is with me.  
Jesus is with me. 

 
Despite how things seem, we are never entirely alone.  
The Lord is with us. Jesus, our brother, is with us. And what 
does that make us?" Without missing a beat, like the boy in 
our story, we can say, "Happy!" And may God bless you! 
 
Father Nico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS I am going on a 2-week vacation right after Christmas to 
visit my family in the Philippines. Please pray for me as I 
pray for all of you. Always. And, may you all have a happy 
Christmas and a blessed New Year!  
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

There is NO 9 AM Mass on Christmas Eve. 
Confessions will not be heard on Christmas Eve. 

Please plan accordingly. 
 

The Parish Office will be closed on Friday, 
December 23rd, and Monday December 26th. 

 
CHRISTMAS AT ST. PHILIPS 

 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Saturday, December 24 

4 PM - Fr. Nico (Youth Choir) 
7 PM - Fr. Kevin (Handbell Choir) 

 10 PM - Fr. Monteleone (Adult Choir) 
 

Christmas Day Masses 
Sunday, December 25 
8 AM - Fr. Monteleone 

 10 AM - Fr. Jared (Broadcast) 
12 PM - Fr. Nico 

 
Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
Saturday, December 31 

Vigil Mass  
5:30 PM - Fr. Monteleone 

 
Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
Sunday, January 1 

8 AM - Fr. Monteleone 
10 AM - Fr. Kevin (Broadcast)  

12 PM - Fr. Jared 
 



 

 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 

All the “elves” at our 
school have been working very 
hard to prepare for this glorious 
time.  
 

From Advent 
wreaths to 
gingerbread men, 
to the Christmas Show.   
 
 
The holiday spirit is running throughout our 

school, and everyone is having a good time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The staff and students of SPPS wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy, very blessed New 
Year!  
 

WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS… 
 
Thank you for helping with our annual Giving Tree! If you 
have not already returned your gift, make sure to drop it off 
in the vestibule by the NOON Mass on Sunday, December 
18th. Don’t forget to attach the tag to the gift! If you are 
making an online donation, please do so by this evening!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, thank you for your generosity to the Fr. English 
Food Pantry last week. Two cars were loaded with food! 

 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

 
LIFE MINISTRY 
 

Healing after Abortion: Do you know someone who is 
carrying the grief of a past abortion? There is always 
hope.The pain and sorrow of abortion does not need to 
endure for a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer and healing” offers 
the opportunity to experience the love and mercy of God 
and to respond to His invitation to begin the journey of 
healing the wound of abortion. Upcoming dates in the NYC 
area are: Nov. 5, Jan. 14, Feb. 4, March 11 and May 20 in 
English, and May 6 in Spanish. For more dates, locations, 
and confidential registration, or just to talk to a Sister, 
please call the Sisters of Life at ( 866)575-0075 (toll free) 
or reach us by email at hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org 
 
 



 

 

KIDS KORNER 
 

 
 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR… 
 

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace… 
Anna Mazierski 

 
A Time to be Healed… 
Susan Stierlen, Jill Festa, Sylvia Shami, Edward Kovacs, 
 Dominick Cappello, Todd Daigneault, 
 Cheri Albanesius, James Jablonowski, 
Elmer Rodriguez, Michael Barbetta,  
John Hughes, Bernadette Menzaco,  
Janet Jelenski, Adelaido Cuasay  
Peter Weber, Msgr. Herbert Tillyer,  
Lorraine De Bellis 
 

PARISH GIVING 
 
 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 12, 2021     
                                                                                         $18, 877.00 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 11, 2022              
WEEKLY COLLECTION                    $   9, 713.00 
ONLINE GIVING DONATION                           $   6, 594.00 
TOTAL                                                               $ 16, 307.00                                                               
SECOND COLLECTION - PROJECT FAITH        
 $   2,300.00 
 
Upcoming Second Collections: 
December 25 - Project Faith 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022  
 8:00 Santiago Quintana Santana 
  Michael Joe Landers 
     10:00 Catherine “Kitty” Makowski 
  Deceased members of the Kerner Family 
  Elena Parillo Bridi - 20th Anniversary 
  Josephine Pagano 
 12:00 All the People of the Parish 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022__________________ 
 9:00 Dr. Daniel Conte 
  Stefan Ulczak 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2022  
 9:00  Robert Hammer - 20th Anniversary 
  Claudia Pugliese 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022  
 9:00  Irene Marschalk - 11th Anniversary 
  Victoria Walker 
  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022  
  9:00    Thomas Turner - 5th Anniversary 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2022  
     9:00  Salvator Monteleone 
  Encarnacion Conoer 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2022  
 4:00 Manuel Moran - 1st Anniversary 
  Roberta Soccol 
      7:00  Charles Marvin 
  Marci Francoise 
 10:00  Joseph Scafidi 
  Andrew and Emily Sokerka 
  Patricia Hassert 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022  
 8:00 All the People of the Parish 
     10:00 Louise Zanetti  
  Joseph Payne 
  John Michal 
  Josephine and Domenick Pagano 
 12:00 Jose Navarro 
  James Scancarella 
   
Candle for the Week of December 18th 
In Memory of Irene and Paul Marschalk 
-From MaryBeth Marschalk 



www.heart.org

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer, 

healthier lives.

ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 

in our network and begin growing sales driving 

new client visits and building client retention 

and name recognition.

800-883-4343
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NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

decoratingdreams21.com

RICHARD C. CUCCI, ESQ.

80 PARK STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
Real Estate and Construction Law

Counselor at Law

973-777-3739 • CELL 646-523-5858

Help build a 
future where 
people live 
in harmony 
with nature.

www.worldwildlife.org

Visit our website
to learn more

•

@

Attorney at Law
Wills • Real Estate • Bankruptcy 

Motor Vehicle Offenses

Free Consultation • $50 Discount with this Ad



Clifton Martial Arts Academy
“A Black Belt is a White Belt That Never Quit”

Taekwondo • Karate • Grappling • Weapons Defense • Adult Program Available
Confidence • Bully-Proofing • Self-Discipline • Respect • Courtesy • Leadership

973-779-0200 
891 Bloomfield Avenue • Clifton, NJ 07012 

info@cliftonmartialarts.com • cliftonmartialarts.com

Jim Meghdir • Chief Instructor • Third Degree Black Belt

ST. PHILIP’S SPECIAL
$50 OFF

INITIAL REGISTRATION

Call Mirka 201-755-6449

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Every
4th

Sunday

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00

COST: $42.00
(Includes Refreshments)ts)

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

jpompeo@newjerseylaw.net

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

Parishioner

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg  ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccc  SSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

IHOPE INC.

IHOPE, Inc.’s
mission is to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to 
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art 
medical treatment and health education.

AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated  ~
www.internationalhopeafrica.org

apajnik@internationalhopeafrica.org
377 VALLEY RD., STE. 110 · CLIFTON, NJ · 07010 · 929-344-9093

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of

973-272-60801162 Broad Street • Clifton, NJ 07013
view/order online at www.ametisonline.com

Ameti’s
11

FRESH FAST FREE DELIVERY
($2 delivery charge will be added on amounts under $10)Pizza PIZZA • SANDWICHES • SALADS • ENTREES


