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First Sunday of Lent 

Saint Philip the Apostle Parish 
CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY 

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the  
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness... 

                                                                        

LUKE  4:1 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

In 1922 Marjorie Williams published a children’s 
book entitled The Velveteen Rabbit. The book is still being 
read today, because in this book she devises a powerful 
image that reveals the purpose and meaning of life. I 
believe that image can be useful for us in interpreting 
today’s gospel. The story is a simple one. One Christmas, 
a young boy receives a stuffed velveteen rabbit. When the 
Rabbit enters the nursery, some of the other toys flaunt 
their superiority over him. They say, “We are the real toys, 
because we have gears and switches and whistles. You are 
just a stuffed rabbit. You’re not a real toy.” This, of course, 
discouraged the Rabbit so he sought the wisdom of the 
Skin Horse who had been 
in the nursery for a very 
long time. He asked the 
Skin Horse,  
“What does it mean to be 
REAL? Does it mean that 
you have to have gears 
inside of you and switches 
to flip?” It is in the 
response of the Skin Horse 
to this question that 
Marjorie Williams sets 
forth the basic message of 
her book. Here’s that 
response: 
“Real isn’t how you’re made, it’s a thing that happens to 
you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just 
to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become 
Real.” “Does it hurt? asked the Rabbit. “Sometimes said 
the Skin Horse” for he was always truthful. “When you are 
Real, however, you don’t mind being hurt.” The Rabbit 
asked, “Does it happen all at once, like being wound up, or 
bit by bit?” “It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin 
Horse. “You become. It takes a long time. That’s why it 
doesn’t happen to people who break easily, or have sharp 
edges, or have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the time 
you are Real most of your hair has been loved off and your 
eyes drop out and you get loose in your joints and very 
shabby. These things don’t matter at all, because once you 
are Real you can never be ugly except to the people who 
don’t understand.” 

This is one of my favorite stories. As a little kid, I 
could relate to the rabbit. I had a Winnie the Pooh that I 
loved and took everywhere. He was well-loved and very 
worn! 

There are four aspects to this beautiful image 
which are relevant for us today. First, the purpose of life is 
to become Real, to understand what is important, to grow 
in wisdom, and to live in the love of God and the love of 

others. Second, this is a process that doesn’t happen all at 
once, it happens bit by bit, year by year. Third, becoming 
Real sometimes hurts, it involves pain and rejection and 
sometimes failure. Growing is not easy. And four, once 
you become Real nothing else matters because you have 
become what you are meant to be. 

Now the season of Lent, which we began last Ash 
Wednesday, is another opportunity to become Real, to 
center on what is most important, to again claim the truth 
that we are called to live in the love of God and the love of 
others. It’s a lifelong process. It doesn’t happen all at once, 
it happens year by year, Lent by Lent, grace by grace. But 
this Lent, these forty days are another chance to take a step 
forward. We all know the things in our lives that we have 
tried in the past to make us happy, and which have failed 
us and betrayed us. This Lent is another chance to put those 
things aside and no longer let them rule our lives. We all 
know the relationships in our lives that are broken and how 
happy we would be if they could be healed. This Lent gives 
us another opportunity to take a step to make that healing 
happen. We all know the people in our lives who are 
connected to us and who love us. We know how important 
it is for us to express that love, to build that love, to 
celebrate that love. Lent is another time to put those 
relationships first, to make sure that other things do not 
detract from them, to give ourselves to what is most 
important because it is through the love of God and others 
that we become Real. 

Is this easy? Not at all. Every time we try to love 
we take the risk of being hurt, of being rejected, of making 
a wrong decision, or even of failure.  We see Jesus in 
today’s gospel struggling with the devil. He does this 
because life is a struggle and growing is never easy. Even 
though Jesus is perfect, he still struggles because being 
human means that you don’t grow without a fight. But if 
you give yourself to the fight, if you struggle honestly, it 
will lead to growth and in time we can become who we are 
called to be. 

So, this Lent is a time to become Real, to put away 
the things that hurt us, to heal the relationships that are 
broken, to center ourselves more clearly on the love of God 
and neighbor. It’s a struggle. If we give ourselves to that 
struggle, there is little doubt that it will in time wear us out. 
In time our hair will be loved off, our eyes will be dim, our 
joints will be loose, and we’ll look overall rather shabby. 
But none of that will be important because when we live in 
the love of God and neighbor, we will be Real. And to be 
Real you can never be ugly—except to the people who 
don’t understand. 
       
 Peace,   
     

Fr. Monteleone 
 



LENTEN SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday Evening …………………...…..……… 5:30 PM
Sunday….8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM
Mondays thru Saturdays…………….………..….9:00 AM

Beginning Friday, March 11th, there will be an 
added 7 AM Mass ONLY on Fridays of Lent.

Holy Hour is every Friday following 9 AM Mass.

Stations of the Cross is every Friday of Lent 
at 7 PM in Church.

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every 
Saturday from 4:00 to 4:30 PM and every Monday 

of Lent from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in Church.

2022 Lenten Mission Retreat
Rev. Patrick May from the Diocese of Savanah will
be speaking to us about the beauty of the Eucharist 
and Reconciliation. There will be two opportunities 

to attend the same talk on Monday, March 7th, one in 
the morning and one in the evening.

Monday, March 7
9 AM – Mass (Fr. Patrick May)

9: 30 AM – Lenten Talk (Fr. Patrick May)
7 PM – Lenten Talk (Fr. Patrick May)

BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study sessions will resume on Monday, 

March 7th in the Jubilee Wing Room of the Molloy 
Center at 11 AM. Fr. Monteleone will lead the 
discussion on the variations of the Passion of Christ in 
the gospels. We will meet every Monday throughout
Lent. 

DIOCESAN OPPORTUNITY
Dr. James C. Pauley will be holding a free online event 
for catechists and parents on Wednesday, March 23rd

from 7:30 to 8:30 PM entitled Helping others 
encounter Jesus in the Eucharist. More details can be 
found at https://www.insidethewalls.org/zoom

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL

On "Twos Day", 2/22/22, first grade students at Saint 
Philip Preparatory School completed a special time 
capsule project. 
The soda bottle time capsules 
contained details about the current 
costs of milk, cereal, gas, and 
movie tickets as well as each 
student's personal favorites, 
including their favorite color, book, and food. Some of 
the time capsules created are set to remain behind at the 
school for future first graders to open, while others 
traveled home to be opened on 3-3-33 when the first 
graders will be high school seniors. 
This special project offers the opportunity for students to 
see how they and the world around them has grown and 
changed.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Fish & Chips Dinner
Sunday, March 27th from 1 PM to 4 PM.

Tickets:  $15-Adults, $8-children under 10.  Eat-in or 
take-out Fish (or chicken) chips, coleslaw, coffee, tea, 
and dessert included. Soda, beer, and wine are available 
(beer and wine not for take-out). 
All tickets must be purchased by Thursday, March 24th.  
All sales are final. No returns or refunds unless event is 
cancelled.

Tickets are available at https://knights-of-columbus-
11671.square.site/ using the QR code below.

You may also call Mike Cervine at (973) 220-3095, Rich 
Donkersloot at (973) 650-3327 or Mike Andolino at (201) 
953-4724
You will receive a confirmation email of your purchase.

COLUMBIETTES
Blanket Ministry
The next meetings will be Thursday, March 17th at 9:45
AM in the Molloy Center.  All crafters are welcome!  For 
questions or fabric or yarn donations, please call Cathie 
Murtha at (973) 471-1265.



 

 

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES Cont’d 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
St. Philip Prep HSA will be hosting  
“A Hawaiian Luau” Tricky Tray 
on Friday, March 11th in the Auditorium.  
Doors open at 5:30 PM. 

Tickets will be $ 25 each  
No one under 18 permitted.  
Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://stphilip.org/tricky-tray/ 
Or by calling Linda Valenti  
at (201) 638-1200. 

No Admission tickets will be sold at the door.  
 

NEWLY BAPTIZED 
 

 

 

Simon 

 
 

 

 

PARISH GIVING 
 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: FEBRUARY 28, 2021      $20,035.00 
SUNDAY COLLECTION: FEBRUARY 27, 2022  
Weekly Collection                                    $ 15,574.00 
Online Giving Donation                                   $ 7,4663.00 
Total                                                          $23,040.00 
Second Collection – Project Faith           $   2,106.00 
 
Upcoming Second Collections: 
March 13 - Project Faith 
This collection is to provide resources for diocesan 
ministry, religious education, parish family life and social 
services. 
 

WE PRAY FOR… 
 
May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace… 
Sean Hughes, Pasquale DeBiasi,  
Michael Renda, Janice Carter 
 

A Time to be Healed… 
Luca Ataide, Jennifer Rascher,  
Susan Stierlen, Jill Festa, 
Mary Grace Heyrich, John Riccardi, 
Debbie Werthmann, Edward Kovacs, 
Sylvia Shami 

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE  
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022 
    5:30 PM   Fr. Nico 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2022 
    8:00 AM  Fr. Jared 
   10:00 AM  Fr. Monteleone  
    12:00 PM   Fr. Kevin 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2022 
 8:00 William and Juliana Ayers 
  Chester and Stephanie Pritch 
 10:00 Peter Durso 
  George Barbosa 
  Ilda Frazao 
  Gene Toma 
 12:00 Steve Amato 
  George Morgan 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2022 
 9:00  Rizaldy Quintos 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 
 9:00  Alphonse and Jennie Seiffer 
  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022  
 9:00  Joseph DiDonna 
  Sean Hughes 
  
THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2022 
 9:00 Corazon Nunag 
  Edna Prince 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2022 
 7:00 Rogelio Dela Cruz 
 9:00 Rizaldy Quintos 
     
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022 
 9:00 Ester Lim 
 5:30 Eugene Markey 
  David Caccavella 
  Sam Awada 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2022 
 8:00 All the People of the Parish 
 10:00 Manuel Moran 
  Sean Hughes 
  Eric Peterson 
 12:00 Catherine L. McClane 
  Joseph Payne 
 
 



We are a relentless 
force for a world 

of longer, 
healthier lives.

heart.org

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 

in our network and begin growing sales driving 

new client visits and building client retention 

and name recognition.

800-883-4343

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE 
SUPREME COURT OF NEW 
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION 
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR
917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF 
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF 
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business

www.hahnagency.com                                   (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY 

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

Creating Healthy Smiles 
For The Whole Family

CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

973-256-3366
279 BROWERTOWN ROAD · SUITE 104 · WOODLAND PARK, NJ 07424

GENERAL, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY

info@woodlandparkdentistry.com | woodlandparkdentistry.com

Come in to meet 
Dr. Silva 
and the 

friendly staff.
~ ~ ~

We offer gentle 
dentistry in 
a beautiful 

modern office.

RIMMA SILVA, DDS

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

decoratingdreams21.com



Call Mirka 201-755-6449

ATLANTIC CITY
BUS RIDE

Every
4th

Sunday

CAESARS CASINO BONUS $30.00

COST: $40.00
(Includes Refreshments)

I Make 
House Calls!

 JEFFREY POMPEO
DiFrancesco Bateman
ATTORNEY
908-757-7800

CLIFTON: 1033 RT 46 EAST, STE 208A
WARREN: 15 MOUNTAIN BLVD · BRICK: 638 MANTOLOKING ROAD

Parishioner

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~

Magazines 

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

2772 RT.

973-697-1421

 in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

Drivers wanted.®

Since
1950
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Gensinger VW
842 Valley Rd., Clifton

973-778-8500

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School
Donations can be sent to: 

St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities 
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or 
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438

®

Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month

973-574-1303
426 ROUTE 3 WEST · CLIFTON

Present This Ad To Your Server & Uno 
Will Donate 15% Of Your Net Total Bill 

To St. Philip The Apostle Church

IHOPE INC.

IHOPE, Inc.’s
mission is to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to 
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art 
medical treatment and health education.

FOUNDER/PARISHIONER
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated  ~

377 VALLEY RD., STE. 110 · CLIFTON, NJ · 07010 · 929-344-9093

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton  New Jersey

Compliments Of


