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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners,

The most foundational truth of the Christian life
can be found in today’s gospel of the Epiphany. But it is a
lesson that we often miss. We miss it because we are not
looking in the right place. In today’s gospel, it is difficult
to keep your eyes off the wise men. They are foreign and
mysterious. They come from the East in their exotic robes,
riding their peculiar camels, following the star. But when
we focus on the wise men, the theme of the gospel is about
searching, finding, and the giving of gifts. These themes,
however, are not the deepest truth of today’s feast. To find
that truth we must not look at what the wise men do, but at
what Jesus does. And what does Jesus do? He receives the
gifts that the wise men offer. This action is the first action
of Jesus ever recorded in the gospels: to accept the gifts
that are given. It is an action of profound significance
because it is an illustration of what is most fundamental
about the
Christian  life:
that being a
Christian is not
about what we
do, but what we
accept; it is not
about giving but
about receiving.

Now this is a difficult lesson for us to learn
because we persist in the misconception that our faith is
primarily about us, about what we do or what we fail to do.
But our faith is not primarily about what we do, but about
what God does. God has made us and saved us. God’s
actions are the actions that are at the heart of the gospel.
Therefore, the stance of a Christian is primarily a stance of
openness, a stance of receptivity. It is only when we can
receive the gift that God offers that we know what
salvation is truly about.

So, what is it that we are called to receive? The
three gifts help here—gold, frankincense, myrrh—value,
mystery, pain. The first gift is the gift of gold, a gift of
immense value and worth. It points to the value and worth
of our own lives. We are persons of great worth. God has
made us so. God has instilled in us a dignity that is a part
of who we are. That dignity is nothing we can earn and
nothing that we can lose by failure or sin. We are called,
then, to believe in our worth and dignity even when we
doubt ourselves, even when we mess things up. The value
and worth of our own being are the first gifts that God gives
us. We must be willing to receive it if we are to be
followers of Christ.

The gift of frankincense is a mysterious perfume,
and it points to the mysterious action of God in our lives.
God has a plan. God has a plan for us and for the world.
God is always working to unfold that plan through all the
relationships and opportunities of our lives. Our life is
much more than the decisions we make, the plans that we
form. Beneath our actions and our decisions is the
mysterious impulse of God, blessing us, changing us,
leading us forward. It is a mystery we cannot control. We
can only accept it and cooperate with it. That mysterious
presence of God’s loving action in our life is the second
gift which God offers us. We must receive it if we are to
understand the gospel.

Myrrh is the ointment of death, and it points to the
unavoidable pain which is a part of all our lives. None of
us can avoid evil or pain, whether that comes from hurt,
rejection, failure, sickness, or grief. But in faith we believe
that such pain, as real and as deep as it is, cannot negate
our worth and dignity as people. Nor can it frustrate or
derail the mysterious plan of God that somehow moves
forward despite all that opposes it. Pain in our life is
unavoidable, but the reality of that pain need not destroy
us. Believing that God’s plan will succeed even in the
presence of pain is the third gift that God offers us. We
must be willing to receive it if we are to understand the
gospel.

Being a faithful Christian is not about doing. It is
about receiving. Therefore, the first action of Jesus in the
gospels is to receive the gifts of the wise men. Jesus
receives gold, frankincense, and myrrh to remind us that
we need to receive the value of our own person, the
mystery of God’s action in our life, and the reality that pain
and evil cannot stop the plan of God. Those are three gifts
we need to receive, for it is only by accepting them that we
can follow Christ and fulfill the promise of Christmas.

Peace,

Fr. Monteleone



PARISH SCHEDULE SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST ROSARY SOCIETY

Saturday EVeNing ........cccooeviiii i 5:30 PM The next meeting of the Rosary Society will be held on
Sunday....8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM Saturday. J 8th. The R 1l beein at 8:30
Mondays thru Saturdays.............ccooeevievinnnnns 9:00 AM aturday, January oth. The Kosary will begin at o:

AM prior to the 9 AM Mass in church. All are welcome!
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Every Saturday ..........ccoeevivininennnnn. 4:30 to 5:00 PM WIDOW AND WIDOWERS
The Widow and Widowers group will meet on Monday,
Please call the Parish Office January 10th at 2 PM in Cerullo Hall in the Molloy
if you would like a priest to visit you Center. Join us for prayers, socialization and meeting
or a family member at home or in the hospital. new friends. Everyone is welcome!

(973) 7796200 _ KIDSKORNER

www.stphilip.org

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The faculty, staff, and students wish everyone a
Happy & Healthy New Year, from our family to yours!

The students and staff are currently enjoying a
much-needed break, but we're looking forward to starting
the New Year this week.

The eighth graders are excited that their official
graduation year has arrived and are anxiously awaiting the
arrival of their high school acceptance letters. Good Luck
to the Class 0of 2022 during this exciting time! Intermediate
& Middle School students are preparing for their Midterm
Exams.

School reopens on Monday, January 3rd. Friday,
January 7" is a full day of school. We will be celebrating
Catholic Schools Week at the end of the month. More
information to follow in the coming weeks.

As the theme of our eighth-grade bulletin board
states, Go forth and light up the New Year with
KINDNESS!

We wish everyone a Blessed and Healthy 2022!"




WEDDING BANNS

The following couples will be exchanging wedding vows:

III. Patrick Ferrara and Gina LoBue

Penelope Skye

PARISH GIVING

SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 20,2020 $17,351.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 19, 2021

Weekly Collection $13,327.00
Online Giving Donation $ 7,415.00
Total $20,742.00

WE PRAY FOR...

THE DECEASED: Dennis Mikula Sr., Suzanne Swanson,
James Scancarella

THE SIcK: Luca Ataide,
Jennifer Rascher,
Mary Grace Henrich,
Debbie Werthmann,
Susan Stierlen,

John Riccardi

PRIESTS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2022

5:30 PM Fr. Nico
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022
8:00 AM Fr. Jared
10:00 AM Fr. Monteleone
12:00 PM Fr. Kevin

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022
8:00 All the People of the Parish
10:00 Johh Victor Schepis
Richard Scucci
Karen Lanza
Eugene DeBellis
12:00 Bridget Ganger

MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022
9:00 Anthony Lagunavich

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022
9:00 Orlando Baun

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2022
9:00 Andrew Doychak
Alfred Christiaens

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022
9:00 Susan Cox

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 2022
9:00 Michael P. Behan

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2022
9:00 Gertrude Kovach
5:30 All the People of the Parish

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022
8:00 Luciano and Teofila Rosales

10:00 Anne and Anthony LiPari- Anniversary
Settimio Bastone
Holly Grace Cannon- 7" Anniversary
John Matteo- 30" Anniversary

12:00 Robert Parillo
Marian Malysa

CANDLE THE WEEK OF

JANUARY 2nd

In Memory of Tommy Chen- 1** Anniversary
- With love from Deborah Chen



ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME

973-773-6666 660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ 973-546-4700
Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011, Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

Help the ASPCA put a stop CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.

to animal cruelty. All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President * Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

150 Clove Road
www.hahnagency.com  ittie F,;:; eN](:)a74z4 (973) 773-37'0
D A LAWYER?

*NewRoofs  eSlate Repairs 5 Al Types of
D ON THE JogB? *RoofRemoval « SkylightRepairs /- Roofing & Repacrs

WL RALIISN | OV ACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

Personal Injury /
L (e $300.00 OFF 1(973) 835-53301 $30.00 OFF |
WWW.as p Ca.or g ‘CN:H":;ee’:saﬁ - [ANYROOF OVER $3000.00| FReE ESTIMATES « FULLY INSURED | _ ANYREPAR |
.................................... CemrieD By Tk
N SUPREME Court oF New
NouUs OFPENT: s isuiie | Diane DeCarolis, APN
MAPLE VALLEY : WA Psychiatric Mental
- DINER & RESTAURANT CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION ) Health Practitioner
: . ; S 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Oual/9ty7Fo§d Zr.e;t ;rvgﬁztﬂwes (973) 326'8902 Medication « Psychotherapy
- - : 222 RIDGEDALE AVE - CEDAR KNOLLS 917-751-8700
: 1116 US Hichway 46 - Curron, NJ 07013 315 BROAD STREET - BLOOMFIELD | MoSTINSURANGE PLANS ACC#TED UPPER MONTCLAIR

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
782 VALLEY ROAD - CLIFTON, Nj 07013

ADVERTISE | conmiess |(N—"smsmize
: . ! Catholic Charities Paterson

AMERICA ' 855.670-
YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE CALL1 855570 GIVE (4283
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses : ) =
in our network and begin growing sales driving Creating Healthy Smiles 'Comein l"0 meet
new client visits and building client retention For The Whole Family Dr. Silva
and name recognition. BON andthe
~Verture friendly staff,
800'883'4343 Q Rimma Siva, DDS ~e
GENERAL, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY WZ"ff?’ gentle
CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL! ael:':":;:lyﬂ',';
973-256-3366 modern office.

279 BrowerrowN Roap « Suite 104 - WoonLanp Park, NJ 07424
info@woodlandparkdentistry.com | woodlandparkdentistry.com

chhook

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013
Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

(973) 471-9620 | ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com | www.ShookFH.com

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside




1313 Van Houten Avenue 515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013 Clifton, NJ 07011

L@ 973-546-2000 973-777-4332
I Z | l B, Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr. Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022 N.J. Lic. No. 2732

Affiliated with the Bizub-Parker Funeral Home

w l N LAN 47 Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

973-256-4700

www.bizub.com

FUNERAL HOME Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917
Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career?
;G ens I n g er VW Ba RTLETT Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?
S 842 Valley Rd., Clifton Since < GREEN H OUSES Department for Persons with Disabilities
O] Sales « Service 1 9 5 0 G) & F Lo R( ST l N C A Catholic 'Cf_var/'r/esﬂgency/'n the Diocese of Paterson
S parts » Bodyshop | gLt o, P ol e s mors about alomownng.
Q Dri ted.® Specmhzmg In Funeral A"angemems & eddmgs Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
; rivers wanted. Q 47 ] -6480 Career Interest: Send ap‘plinauon/resume employment@dpd.org
® 973-778-8500 2| 814 GROVE STREET - CLIFTON OFD. 1 Gatholc i ay Ok, Now Jrey 07433
“ : : [N
HIRING PT/FT Light the Way to Catholic Education Compliments of
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a Y deductible d . ilb fit the:
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/ our tax deductible donation will benefit the:
Wk Reliable with strong communication skils. | Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON To benefit Catholic Educatlot? for the stugents of St. Philip the Apostle School
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 onations can be sent to:
omac g)l:lé-en?)ail resume To: X St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund - 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013
dzangara@championplastics.com Ask your employer about matching gifts!
------ est. 1943 The Law Offices of
UNO i cmN%”RASCcm
® 973-778-9310
PI1ZZERIA & GRILL 840 Van Houten Ave. Clifton, NJ 07013 Clift()n . New Jersey
Parishioner, Lector

Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month

Present This Ad To Your Server & Uno
Will Donate 15% Of Your Net Total Bill

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver
jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www. VisitingAngels.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES  Jesse Malik ¢ 973-839-3761

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

To St. Philip The Apostle Church
®

973-574-1303

426 ROUTE 3 WEST - CLIFTON

IHOPE, Inc.’s

mission s to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to Chirte o Fi
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art STAY SAFE STAY H EALTHY T-Shirts I.:Igures
THOPE INC. medical treatment and health education. [) Magazines
AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER Autographs & More
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated ~ '
WWW. |nternat|ona|hopeafr|ca org AN D STAY POS lTlVE ° 973'697'1421
frica.org

377VALuv Ro., Ste. 110 - Curron, NJ - 07010 929-344-9093 o 2772 RT. 23 NORTH « STOCKHOLM

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS

Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!
Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

James J. Marrocco ~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320
wacnae | | IPLIOCCO
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017 MEMORIAL CHAPEL

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside



