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  Saint Philip the Apostle Parish 
Clifton, New Jersey 

THIRD SUNDAY 

of Advent 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

We are drawing close to celebrating the Solemnity of 
the Lord’s Nativity, Christmas Day, on December 25th. The 
Lord is very near and is coming quickly, as the Liturgy of the 
Church keeps reminding us. It is the recurring theme in the 
season of Advent.  

The nearness of the Lord should be a comfort to all 
believers. The Redeemer of all people is coming, desiring that 
all of us partake of everlasting life. Christ our God came 
among us as a human being, toiling and suffering for us, 
sharing our existence to the full, showing us how to live and 
how to hand ourselves over in the service of God and 
neighbor. 

The Lord calls us to give of ourselves, what Christ 
also called “losing oneself,” to truly find oneself, whereby we 
attain complete fulfillment, realized in Christ who dwells in 
our hearts. 

The scripture readings assigned for the third Sunday 
of Advent, when the vestment color changes, remind us of the 
Lord’s nearness and how pleasant and rich the mystery of 
God’s coming really is. The color assigned by the Church for 
today’s liturgy is rose, recalling the fragrant offering we make 
to God and calling to mind what many consider to be the most 
fragrant of flowers, the rose. 

Madison, New Jersey is called 
“the rose city,” for the millions of cut roses 
sent by train to New York City throughout 
the year. So many people love the smell 
and look of roses.  Our Church in her 
liturgy wishes us to know that our God can 
be compared to the powerful beauty and fragrance of the rose. 
Of course, it is only a comparison since God transcends the 
beauty and goodness of all things.  

In the first lesson for this Advent Sunday, the prophet 
Zephaniah tells the people to rejoice in the fact of God’s 
mighty deeds: the removing of enemies and all misfortune, 
with nothing to fear. Why? Because the Lord the Savior is in 
the midst of the people, renewing them in God’s love. In the 
actual context of the scripture text, originally composed in 
Hebrew, these are words about returning to Jerusalem after 
prolonged exile and imprisonment in Babylon. That is 
precisely what everyone needs, namely, a return from 
estrangement and belonging to something greater than self, to 
the God who saves us. 

The people of Israel longed to be able to return to 
their homeland. Likewise, we who were created to share in 
God’s eternal banquet in heaven, must now walk in faith, 
hope, and love through this life, drawing closer to God with 
every breath we take. That can happen if we allow ourselves 
to be transformed by our infinite and all-loving God. 

We are sinful creatures, yet called to greatness and 
holiness, something that is possible by the active working of 
God in our souls, what is called supernatural grace. It cannot 
be weighed or measured but is more real than anything we 
have ever had or experienced. 

The Gospel passage this Sunday focuses on God’s 
coming in our midst, without doubt or delay. God is Love and 

where love in found, there is God. As such, the power of 
God’s light cannot be defeated by the darkness of sin and 
error. 

Christ will be with us always, as he promised, with a 
call to extend Christ-like love to all we meet, the poor and 
rich, the infirm and healthy, the young and old. Christ came 
to change everything and everyone, to be our light in the 
darkness and our strength in all our weakness and doubt.  

Like the prophet Zephaniah, Saint Paul also speaks 
this Sunday about rejoicing in the Lord and dismissing all 
anxiety from our lives. It is a fundamental theme for all who 
follow Christ, but something we always need more of. 

Along with waiting for the Lord and rejoicing in 
God’s goodness, every spiritual journey requires a strong 
dose of patience as well. That is manifested in consistency in 
our work, keeping the commandments, sticking to our 
obligations, which leads us to happiness and holiness. This 
takes much time and effort, practice, and the development of 
good habits, seeking virtue rather than vice. We may fail 
regularly, but are called to get up again, fortified by God’s 
grace and the Sacraments of the Church and those around us 
who encourage us in doing good. 

It is often when we are most ready to admit our 
limitations, our weaknesses, that we are able to receive the 
help we need, and most especially the outstretched hand of 
God. We must do our part as well, disposing ourselves to 
receive God’s help, with “a broken, humbled heart,” as the 
psalmist expressed it in Psalm 50 (51). The Sacrament of 
Penance or Reconciliation is a powerful help in our ongoing 
conversion of heart. 

In this Advent season we ask with expectant hope for 
help from God, who has redeemed us in Jesus Christ. In 
serenity and patience, we are invited to hear God’s voice 
calling out to us each day, to lose ourselves that we may be 
found doing God’s work, that is, loving all and serving them 
without counting the cost. 

May the Eucharist, Holy Mass, where we 
commemorate the supreme sacrifice of God’s love for us, in 
the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, help us 
know more profoundly God’s great gifts. May we be more 
ready and willing to hand over our lives for love of God and 
others. 

We carry on in the season of Advent with gentle 
expectation of truly meeting the Lord who has loved us into 
being and invites us to taste immortality.   
 Peace,  
 Fr. Monteleone 
 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday Evening …………………...…..……… 5:30 PM 
Sunday….8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM 
Mondays thru Saturdays…………….………..….9:00 AM 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Every Saturday …………………………. 4:30 to 5:00 PM 

Please call the Parish Office 
if you would like a priest to visit  

a sick family member at home or in the hospital. 
(973) 779-6200 

www.stphilip.org 



 

 

ADVENT SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
ANNUAL SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Please join us on Sunday, December 12, 2021, at 3:00 
PM for a Service of Lessons and Carols. Hear readings 
and beautiful music provided by our Adult and Youth 
Choirs and Handbells. Come meditate on the spirit of 
Christmas with us 
 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 7 PM in the church. 
 

SIMBANG GABI 2021 
The Filipino Catholics of our parish invite everyone to join 
the annual Simbang Gabi Novena Mass in preparation for 
Christmas on Thursday, December 23, 2021, at 6 PM in 
church to be celebrated by his excellency, Most Reverend 
Kevin J. Sweeney. Fellowship and reception will 
immediately follow Mass in the Auditorium. 
 
CHRISTMAS AT SAINT PHILIP’S 2021 
Christmas Eve Masses 

Friday, December 24 
4 PM – Fr. Nico (Youth Choir) 
7 PM – Fr. Kevin (Handbell Choir) 
10 PM – Fr. Monteleone (Adult Choir) 

Christmas Day Masses 
Saturday, December 25 

8 AM – Fr. Kevin 
10 AM (Broadcast) – Fr. Monteleone 
12 PM – Fr. Nico 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 26 

10 AM (Broadcast) – Fr. Kevin 
12 PM – Fr. Nico 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s Eve) 
Friday, December 31 

Vigil Mass at 5 PM – Fr. Nico 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s Day) 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 
11 AM – Fr. Monteleone 

 

BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study Sessions are held on Mondays in the Jubilee 
Wing Room at 11 AM 
 

POLISH OPLATKI 
The tradition of the Oplatki originated in Poland. This 
Christmas custom began with a simple white wafer, baked 
from flour and water. The wafers are designed to display 
Christmas images, such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are 
enjoyed by families, typically right before the Christmas Eve 
meal.  Packages of Polish Oplatki are available in the 
vestibule of the Church. 
 
 

LEGION OF MARY 
St. Philips branch of the Legion of Mary is accepting new 
members. The Legion was founded in 1921 in Dublin by 
Frank Duff. It now has millions of members. At St. Philips, 
our group meets weekly on Mondays to say the Rosary, 
pray, report on acts of kindness for the past week and plan 
acts of kindness for the coming week. If you are interested, 
please call Veni Evangelista at 973-393-5120 or Barbara 
Jean Sikora at 201-638-9440 
 

ADVENT SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
GIVING TREE 
Pope Francis challenges us to answer God’s call for us to 
be protectors “showing loving concern for each and every 
person, especially children, the elderly, those in need, 
who are often the last we think about.” 

The holidays give us the 
perfect opportunity to answer 
the call to help people in our 
very own community in need 
of help. After Mass today, 
please stop by the church 
vestibule to pick up a gift tag 
off our Giving Tree - or visit 
our parish website to make 
an online donation - to 
benefit a local organization 
during this Christmas 
season!  

Please return all gifts by the 12:00PM Mass on  
December 19, 2021. 
 

ADVENT SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
ROSARY SOCIETY 
The next meeting of the Rosary Society will be held on 
Monday, December 13th in Marian Hall.  The meeting 
will begin with Mass and the Rosary at 6:30 pm.   All are 
welcome! 
 

IN OTHER NEWS 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Blood Drive Sunday, December 19th 
Our Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a blood drive 
from 7 AM to 1PM in the Auditorium on Sunday 
December 19th. Blood supplies are always low during the 
holiday season. Come to the auditorium before or 
after any Mass. Bring an ID and wear you mask as covid 
protocols are still observed. 
During this season 
of giving what better way that 
giving the gift of life. 
 
 



HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Calendar Raffle
The Home and School Association (HSA) will be selling the 
calendar raffles after all the masses this weekend and next 
weekend, December 18th, and 19th. Tickets are $10 each 
for 90 chances to win! A chance to win money makes a 
great Stocking Stuffer!

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL

St. Philip's Student Council is currently running a 
Christmas Bell fundraiser. All proceeds will go to help the 
Father English Community Center restock its food pantry 
for people in need for the holidays. The 
competition between the class has been 
fierce. The halls of the school are 
truly decked out for the holidays because 
of our very generous students who want to 
help others.

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL
2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal

“Let Your Light Shine”
With the year coming to an end, many people plan to make 
a final year-end charitable contribution that has the most 
impact. Please consider the Diocesan Ministries appeal 
which helps so many of your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
In fact, tens of thousands of people are supported by the 
work of our Diocese with assistance from the Appeal. All 
of us can play a part in the Diocesan Ministries Appeal- as 
either a contributor to the cause or as a recipient of its 
mission- and all are blessed as a result. Please make the 
Diocesan Ministries Appeal a priority in your year- end 
philanthropy. Gifts can be made by check, credit cards, 
through gifts of securities or online at 
www.2021appeal.org. May God bless you for your 
generosity!

GOD BLESS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED

     Lillian Mae

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE 
DECEMBER 18, 2021

        5:30 PM  Fr. Monteleone

DECEMBER 19, 2021
  8:00 AM   Fr. Nico
10:00 AM Fr. Jared
12:00 PM Fr. Kevin

WE PRAY FOR…
THE DECEASED: Donald C. Lee, Edward J. Wozny, Sr. 
THE SICK: Luca Ataide, Jennifer Rascher, Mary Grace Heyrich,
Debbie Werthmann, Susan Stierlen, John Riccardi

PARISH GIVING
SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 6, 2020  $ 24,171.00
SUNDAY COLLECTION: DECEMBER 5, 2021
Weekly Collection $ 12,232.00
Online Giving Donation $   7,629.00
Total $ 19,86100
Second Collection- Retirement Fund $   3,076.00

MASS INTENTIONS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021 

8:00 Eleanor and Hugh DeGhetto
Edward Ray

10:00 Paul S. Tyahla
Garry DeVos- 1st Anniversary
Deceased members of the Kerner Family
Margarte Blanco

12:00 F. Paul Marschalk- 56th Anniversary
Susanne Shahin

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021
9:00   Ronald Daniels

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021
9:00 Roberta Vincent

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021
9:00 Danilo V. Caparz

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021
9:00 Roslyn Meola

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021
9:00 Kris Thiruvathukal

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021
      9:00 Salvatore Zisa- 1st Anniversary
      5:30 Margaret Hreha

Janet M. Galanti
Roberta Soccol-1st Anniversary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Catherine “Killy” Makowski
Josephine Pagano
Lena Rean
Frank and Laura Slasinski

12:00 Elena Parillo Bridi
Enrique Hizon

CANDLE THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12th
In Memory of Rosario Llames

OFFERTORY GIFTS THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 28TH
In Memory of Salvatore Zisa-
1st Anniversary



ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 

in our network and begin growing sales driving 

new client visits and building client retention 

and name recognition.

800-883-4343

BUBUBUSINESS IN THHHISI SPACE
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cog initition.

client retention

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Creating Healthy Smiles 
For The Whole Family

CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

973-256-3366
279 BROWERTOWN ROAD · SUITE 104 · WOODLAND PARK, NJ 07424

GENERAL, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY

info@woodlandparkdentistry.com | woodlandparkdentistry.com

Come in to meet 
Dr. Silva 
and the 

friendly staff.
~ ~ ~

We offer gentle 
dentistry in 
a beautiful 

modern office.

RIMMA SILVA, DDS

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
782 VALLEY ROAD · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

decoratingdreams21.com



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiicccccccccccc SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

T-Shirts • Figures 
Magazines 

Autographs & More

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

2772 RT. 23 NORTH • STOCKHOLM

973-697-1421

STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY
AND STAY POSITIVE!

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

Drivers wanted.®

Since
1950
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Gensinger VW
842 Valley Rd., Clifton

Sales • Service
Parts • Bodyshop

973-778-8500

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

®

Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month

973-574-1303
426 ROUTE 3 WEST · CLIFTON

Present This Ad To Your Server & Uno 
Will Donate 15% Of Your Net Total Bill 

To St. Philip The Apostle Church

IHOPE INC.

IHOPE, Inc.’s
mission is to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to 
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art 
medical treatment and health education.

AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated  ~
www.internationalhopeafrica.org

apajnik@internationalhopeafrica.org
377 VALLEY RD., STE. 110 · CLIFTON, NJ · 07010 · 929-344-9093

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of


