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FIRST SUNDAY 

of Advent 

Saint Philip the Apostle Parish 
Clifton, New Jersey 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Waiting. 
I have grown accustomed to waiting, which is not to 
say that I gladly welcome it in any sense. When I take 
my mom to her doctor’s appointment, visit the post 
office, drop off my car, or go shopping, I expect that it 
will take time. I am prepared; I read, play Angry Birds 
on my phone, or answer texts and emails. In fact, I am 
intrigued when I encounter people who are genuinely 
shocked that they must wait. I take special interest in 
the one person who grumbles aloud, for the rest of us 
“in waiting” to hear, at the cashier/attendant/business 
that is so insensitive as to make anyone wait. 

I have noted the different kinds of waiting, and 
my response to each. I am happily expectant when the 
delivery has an estimated arrival time between 8:00 and 
11:00 a.m.; I am irritated as the time slowly creeps 
towards 1:30 p.m. and later. I am anxious when the 
emergency room doctor says it will take an hour for the 
test results, and I clock-watch each minute. I am 
frustrated when traffic is slow, and I dread the passing 
of time prior to a meeting that involves a hard 
conversation. I am delighted and energized as I 
anticipate the long-planned trip to the theatre or an 
evening out with close friends. Each of these instances 
reveals something about me.  

In those instances of waiting that involve 
uncertainty and challenge, I look for consolation 

in company. Sometimes all I 
need is for someone to be with 
me, put a hand on my shoulder, 
or simply tell me that s/he 
understands. That is why the 
readings appeal to me this First 
Sunday of Advent. 

God tells Jeremiah, “I 
will fulfill the promise I made.” Paul addresses the 
Thessalonians, “Strengthen your hearts at the coming 
of Our Lord Jesus.” I am comforted by these directives, 
for I know God understands my tendency to distract 
myself during waiting. I am in good (God’s) hands! 

The season of Advent is a time of waiting, 
which traditionally is defined as preparation. It’s 
normal to begin to plan the menu, shop for gifts or write 
and address the annual holiday cards. These are the 
usual ways to prepare for Christmas. One important 
part is left out. 

Jesus tells his disciples, “Be vigilant…pray that 
you have strength.” Advent provides a wonderful 
opportunity to consider what is going on inside me, to 
reflect on the reason for my waiting: the arrival of 
Jesus, the arrival of Love, in my heart in ever-new 

ways. Moreover, I can learn about how I wait: Am I 
anxious? Lonely? Tired? Am I curious? Thankful? 
Excited? I can open my heart to the Lord in quiet prayer 
and allow His presence to instruct me and fill me. 

During this season, take a few minutes every 
day to sit quietly. Talk to the Lord about your day, 
especially the unresolved issues that occupy your time. 
Let the cares and distracting thoughts come and go; 
notice how you feel when you are alone with God. 
Offer up even those feelings. Then see if there is a 
movement, or a voice, from inside. It may not happen 
the first day, or the second. 

Take a bit of quiet every day. This is the best 
preparation for Christmas.  

This Advent, God invites us into the waiting. 
 
Peace,  
 
Fr. Monteleone  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

FOOD DONATION DRIVE 
Feeding the Hungry this Season of Gratitude and 
Giving 
 
Our parish has a long history of giving service through 
ministry, especially in feeding those in need. We will not 
be collecting food but instead taking free-will donations 
converted into food gift certificate cards. 
 
How Can We Give? 
A free-will donation envelope is available in the vestibule 
in the back of the church. The Food Donation 
Envelope can be returned on Thanksgiving Day at the 9 
AM Mass or the following weekend, November 27/28, 
and then put in the collection basket. You may write your 
parish giving envelope number on the Food Donation 
Envelope to add your gift to your yearly contribution 
statement. Your contribution will be converted into food 
certificate gift cards. An added benefit is that for every 
$100 donated, five dollars is given to us in return by the 
food store for our charitable works, and therefore a gift of 
$100 becomes an actual gift of $105. 



 

 

GIVING TREE 
As we ready to start the Advent season, and prepare for 
our Christmas celebrations, let us not forget our neighbors 
in need. Our annual Giving Tree is a good way to live 
out our mission to do the work of Christ. “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).” This year, 
we have two ways to participate! First, we can participate 
in our Online Giving Tree. Please visit our website to 
read through the giving opportunities 
and donate online. Second, we can 
participate in our In-Person Giving 
Tree by visiting our church vestibule 
to pick a gift tag off the tree which 
provides a note on what can be 
donated.  
  
Please return all gifts (and make online donations) by the 
12:00 PM Mass on December 19, 2021. 
 
ANNUAL SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Please join us on Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 3:00 PM 
for a Service of Lessons and Carols. Hear readings and 
beautiful music provided by our Adult and Youth Choirs 
and Handbells. Come meditate on the spirit of Christmas 
with us!  

 
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 
The Little Sisters of the Poor express their gratitude and 
appreciation to our generous parishioners for their 
donations totaling $4,263. The Sisters and their residents 
are grateful for the friendship and support from St. Philip’s 
Parish Community. 
 
BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study Sessions will resume on Monday, November 
29th in the Jubilee Wing Room at 11AM. 
 
SIMBANG GABI 2021 
The Filipino Catholics of our parish invite everyone to join 
the annual Simbang Gabi Novena Mass in preparation for 
Christmas on Thursday, December 23, 2021, at 6 PM in 
church to be celebrated by his excellency, Most Reverend 
Kevin J. Sweeney. Fellowship and reception will 
immediately follow Mass in the Auditorium.   
 
 

ST. PHILIP PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 
Covid has presented many challenges and has 

changed many aspects of our lives, but the students and 
faculty have decided that the annual SP Prep Christmas 
show must go on–just a little differently this year! The 
entire school has been busy preparing for our Christmas 
show. On any given day you can hear various Christmas 
songs or catch a glimpse of students learning the 
choreography to their dances in their classrooms. 
Although it will be different, there is one thing to be sure 
of - it will be an amazing show this year!  

Intermediate School has been buzzing with 
activity. Math students have begun working on the final 
fundamental math operation, division, this month.  In 
Religion, students are learning about the various 
components of the Mass as well as all of the different 
objects used during the Mass. In science the students just 
finished learning about cells and are beginning their study 
of plants. We will be conducting chromatography labs so 
students can discover the hidden pigments that are 
contained in leaves and are revealed to use each fall. The 
4th Grade Science classes made leaf rubbings as they 
learned about the parts of a leaf. We will also be 
conducting yeast labs to learn about how these fungi help 
us in the kitchen. Grade 5 Religion classes are writing 
Friendly Letters to God, expressing gratitude for Jesus 
and explaining how our faith has helped us through 
difficult times in our lives. 

Middle school students are currently working on 
coding in their computer classes. The eighth graders just 
completed a long-term project requiring them to 
conceptualize a vacation-themed resort and bring their 
idea to life utilizing various Google programs.   

We hope you all had a happy and healthy 
Thanksgiving spent with friends and family! 

 
MINISTRIES & ORGANIZATIONS 

PRIME TIMERS 
Our December meeting will be our Christmas Party, 
which will be held on Wednesday, December 15 at  
1 PM in Marian Hall. The cost is $35 per person and 
will be catered by Francesco’s Restaurant.  Payment for 
the Christmas Party will be made to Stasia 
Komorowski, who can be reached at (973) 473-2068 
 
 

COLUMBIETTES 
Columbiettes Blanket Ministry 
The next meeting will be Thursday, December 2, 2021, at 
9:45 AM in the Molloy Center. We welcome all 
crafters.  If you have any questions or yarn and fabric 
donations, please call Cathie Murtha (973) 471-1265 
 



BOY SCOUTS
Scout Christmas Wreath and Grave Pillow Sale
Boy Scout Troop 21 will be having their Annual Wreath 
Sale this weekend & next weekend.
They will be selling fresh wreaths as well as grave 
pillows/grave blankets.
Payment can be made by cash, check, 
Paypal, or Venmo.
Please stop by and support the Boy 
Scouts.
For more information call Phil Jakimowicz 
at (973) 773-5053

PRIESTS’ SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 4, 2021
        5:30 PM  Fr. Nico

DECEMBER 5, 2021
  8:00 AM   Fr. Jared
10:00 AM Fr. Monteleone
12:00 PM Fr. Kevin

WE PRAY FOR…

THE DECEASED: John Chlada, Richard Scucci

THE SICK: Luca Ataide, Jennifer Rascher, Mary Grace Henrich,
Debbie Werthmann

PARISH SCHEDULE

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday Evening …………………...…..……… 5:30 PM
Sunday….8:00 AM, 10:00 AM (Broadcast) and 12:00 PM
Mondays thru Saturdays…………….………..….9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday …………………………. 4:30 to 5:00 PM

Please call the Parish Office
if you would like a priest to visit you

or a family member at home or in the hospital.

(973) 779-6200

www.stphilip.org

MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
8:00 Deceased members of the McNamara Family

Enrique R. Angeles
10:00 Ralph Saam- 20th Anniversary

Rocco Paolazzi
Violet Carisi
Special Intentions - 60th Wedding Anniversary
George and MaryGrace Heyrich

12:00 Stefano and Josephine Casele
Shafik and Kwakah Maximos

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021
9:00   Deceased members of the Wilson and Duffy     

Families
Malcolm D. Hall

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021
9:00 Joan Hughes

Dominador Conocer

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021
9:00 Wilson Duffy

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021
9:00 Salvatore Capriglione

Fanny DiSanto

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021
9:00 Rita Santos

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021
      9:00 Michael Majersky
      5:30 Alphonse and Jennie Seiffert Family

Jack McSweeney
Marilyn Kryzwiski

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021
8:00 All the People of the Parish

10:00 Rosario Llames
Joseph Dewland
Jack McSweeney
Frances Dodd

12:00 Ella DeBenedetto
Christine Hadlinata- 1st Anniversary
Shafik and Kwakah Maximos

OFFERTORY GIFTS THE WEEK OF 
NOVEMBER 28TH
In Memory of Domenick Pagano



ADVERTISE
Y0UR BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 

in our network and begin growing sales driving 

new client visits and building client retention 

and name recognition.

800-883-4343
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NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED ON THE JOB?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
Personal Injury
Workers’ 
Compensation
Social Security
Disability

CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION

CERTIFIED BY THE
SUPREME COURT OF NEW
JERSEY AS A WORKERS’  

COMPENSATION
LAW ATTORNEY

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

(973) 326-8902

Diane DeCarolis, APN

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Psychiatric Mental
Health Practitioner

Medication • Psychotherapy
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UPPER MONTCLAIR

917-751-8700

ALLWOOD FUNERAL HOME
660-670 ALLWOOD ROAD - CLIFTON, NJ

Michael E. Porter, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3011,  Scott D. Porter, N.J. Lic. No. 4070 & Andrew J. Messineo, N.J. Lic. No. 5285, Directors

973-773-6666                                                                            973-546-4700

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton           FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836        inside

KOVACH ROOFING SPECIALISTS

All Types of
Roofing & Repairs

$300.00 OFF
ANY ROOF OVER $3000.00

$30.00 OFF
ANY REPAIR

(973) 835-5330
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• New Roofs
• Roof Removal

• Slate Repairs
• Skylight Repairs

CHARLES F. HAHN, INC.
All Forms of Insurance

Auto / Home / Life / Business
Gordon M. Hahn, President • Charles R. Hahn, Vice President

www.hahnagency.com                                  (973) 773-3710150 Clove Road
Little Falls, NJ 07424

639 Van Houten Avenue | Clifton, New Jersey | 07013

(973) 471-9620   |   ShookFuneralHome@gmail.com   |   www.ShookFH.com

Roy B. Garretson, Manager | NJ Lic. No. 3550

NOW OPEN!
MAPLE VALLEY

DINER & RESTAURANT
Quality Food, Great Service, Best Prices

973-473-6444
1116 US HIGHWAY 46 · CLIFTON, NJ 07013

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Creating Healthy Smiles 
For The Whole Family

CALL ABOUT OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

973-256-3366
279 BROWERTOWN ROAD · SUITE 104 · WOODLAND PARK, NJ 07424

GENERAL, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY

info@woodlandparkdentistry.com | woodlandparkdentistry.com

Come in to meet 
Dr. Silva 
and the 

friendly staff.
~ ~ ~

We offer gentle 
dentistry in 
a beautiful 

modern office.

RIMMA SILVA, DDS

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
782 VALLEY ROAD · CLIFTON, NJ 07013



James J. Marrocco
Manager ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3320

Michael A. Waller 
Director ~ Parishioner

NJ Lic. No. 3017

~ Serving The Public Since 1899 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiicccccccccccc SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

973-249-6111 • 470 COLFAX AVENUE • CLIFTON, NJ 07013 • MARROCCOS.COM

T-Shirts • Figures 
Magazines 

Autographs & More

EVERYTHING FOR THE WRESTLING COLLECTOR

2772 RT. 23 NORTH • STOCKHOLM

973-697-1421

STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY
AND STAY POSITIVE!

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

HIRING PT/FT
Champion Plastics in Clifton is looking for a 
B2B/Telemarketer. Monday-Friday @ 25-30 Hrs/
Wk. Reliable with strong communication skills. 

WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON 
Contact Denise @ 973-777-9400 Ext. 244 

Or E-mail resume To: 
dzangara@championplastics.com

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
®

Non-Medical Home Care Services
Select Your Experienced Caregiver

jmalik@VisitingAngels.com
www.VisitingAngels.com

Jesse Malik • 973-839-3761

139B (JR) - St. Philip, Clifton       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836    outside

BARTLETT 
GREENHOUSES 
& FLORIST INC.

1313 Van Houten Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-546-2000
Timothy J. Bizub, Mgr.

N.J. Lic. No. 4022

515 Lexington Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07011

973-777-4332
Thomas J. Bizub, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. No. 2732

47  Main  S t r ee t     L i t t l e  Fa l l s ,  NJ  07424

973-256-4700
Thomas J. (Toby) Bizub Jr., Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3917

Drivers wanted.®

Since
1950
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Gensinger VW
842 Valley Rd., Clifton

Sales • Service
Parts • Bodyshop

973-778-8500

ROBERT C. HESS
973-778-9310

840 Van Houten Ave.              Clifton, NJ 07013
Parishioner,  Lector

Cut Flowers, Plants & Floral Designs
Specializing In Funeral Arrangements & Weddings

471-6480
814 GROVE STREET · CLIFTON

w w w. b i z u b . c o m

F U N E R A L  H O M E

“Light the Way to Catholic Education”
Your tax deductible donation will benefit the:

Monsignor Peter J. Doody Permanent Scholarship Fund
To benefit Catholic Education for the students of St. Philip the Apostle School

Donations can be sent to: 
St. Philip’s Knights of Columbus Scholarship Fund · 797 Valley Rd., Clifton, NJ 07013

Ask your employer about matching gifts!

Are You Ready for a Rewarding Career? 
Interested in a Great Opportunity to Volunteer?

Department for Persons with Disabilities
A Catholic Charities Agency in the Diocese of Paterson

Visit www.dpd.org to apply or
to learn more about volunteering.

Volunteer with “People Need Friends” program: volunteer@dpd.org
Career Interest: Send application/resume: employment@dpd.org

DPD, 1 Catholic Charities Way, Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
Attn: HR Dept. • Fax 973-406-1113

®

Chicago Grill
Dine In Monday Through Thursday All Month

973-574-1303
426 ROUTE 3 WEST · CLIFTON

Present This Ad To Your Server & Uno 
Will Donate 15% Of Your Net Total Bill 

To St. Philip The Apostle Church

IHOPE INC.

IHOPE, Inc.’s
mission is to provide impactful and lasting healthcare to 
communities in need in Africa through state-of-the-art 
medical treatment and health education.

AMY PAJNIK, FOUNDER/PARISHIONER
~ Your Tax Exempt Donation Is Appreciated  ~
www.internationalhopeafrica.org

apajnik@internationalhopeafrica.org
377 VALLEY RD., STE. 110 · CLIFTON, NJ · 07010 · 929-344-9093

RAY
GRABOWSKI

LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR
Clifton • New Jersey

Compliments Of


